
 

                    MINUTES  
Texas Silver-Haired Legislature 
Approved by the TSHL Executive Committee March 12, 2007 
11th TSHL Legislative Session Minutes  
             September 11 - 15, 2006 
 House Chambers      State Capitol, Austin, TX 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 10. 2006   6:30 P.M. - 7:30  P.M. 
Call to Order - Speaker Charlotte Parks called the meeting to order, and announced the 
purpose of the meeting was to discuss the rules of procedure, to enable our Legislative 
Session to run smoothly and efficiently.  She then turned the meeting over to the LAC 
Chair - Carlos Higgins 
Discussion.  Chairman Higgins led the discussion, which was conducted in two parts: 
Legislative Issues Committees, with discussion items and questions covering the following 
topics: 

• Status of Resolutions; Assignments to Committees; Hand-outs 
• Role of LIC and LAC 
• Conduct of LIC meeting, maintaining order 
• Allowing authors and experts to appear 
• Absences of members to present Resolutions at other meetings 
• Maintaining a quorum, and recesses. 
• Setting order in which Resolutions are reviewed 
• Maintaining a record; Minutes – keeping track of actions 
• Recording Changes to Resolutions 
• Scheduling Presentation on the Floor 

Legislative Action Committee responsibilities, including discussion items and questions 
covering the following topics:  

• Review Resolutions approved by  LIC 
• Authority to require changes be made or reject the resolution 
• Coordinate any changes with LIC Chair 
• Consider any late filed Resolutions 
• Set next day’s agenda for Floor Debate 
• Scheduling non-controversial Resolutions early 
• Coordinating with Operations 
• Follow-up on Resolutions, through final adoption 

Upon the conclusion of the discussion, the meeting was adjourned. 

Monday, September 11, 2006 
9:00 AM    OPENING SESSION 
1.  Call to Order  Speaker Charlotte Parks called the Session  to order at 9:00 A.M. 
2.  Invocation  Chaplain Claude Williamson delivered the invocation. 
3.  Posting of the Colors The Color Guard from Camp Mabry posted the colors. 
4. Pledge of Allegiance  The Pledge to both the U.S. flag and the Texas flag was given. 
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5. Swearing In  Speaker Parks called those in attendance who had not yet been sworn in 
to the front, to be sworn in. 
6. Roll Call  Secretary Higgins called the roll and reported to the Speaker that a quorum 
was  present.  (77 Members were present.) 
7. Recognize Visitors: Speaker Parks recognized visitors present, including spouses  
of  members.  
8. Appointments:  Speaker Parks made the following appointments: 

Sergeant-At-Arms Elmer Ingle and Alternate - Harold Wright  
Parliamentarian  Lu Russell 
Time Keeper  Jesse R. Boone 

9.  Rules  Procedural Rules for the TSHL Legislative Session were introduced and  after  
 some discussion regarding the ranking process, the Rules were adopted as presented. 
 Rules as adopted are shown in Attachment A. 
10. Agenda The Tentative Agenda was offered by Speaker Parks and adopted.  The  
adopted Agenda is shown in Attachment B. 
11. Consent Resolutions  Speaker Parks introduced and discussed a series of Consent  
Resolutions, offered to express the acknowledgement and appreciation by the TSHL to 
various persons and organizations for their support.  The discussion included pros and 
cons of publishing the Consent Resolutions in the Legislative Report, including the option 
of publishing only summaries of those resolutions and providing the original resolution to 
the respective individual or entity being recognized by the Resolution.  The Consent 
Resolutions were adopted.  They are summarized in Attachment C. 
12. Announcements:  Speaker Parks opened the floor for Committee Chairs and others 
to make announcements concerning the day’s activities. 
13. Operations- Ralph O’Dell, Chair of the Operations Committee, announced room 
assignments and housekeeping requirements for the House Chamber, plus other relevant 
information regarding operations activities, and the new location (at the LaQuinta) for the 
Legislative Action Committee meeting. 
14. Legislative Action Committee  Carlos Higgins, Chair of the Legislative Action 
Committee, confirmed that the LAC would meet at the LaQuinta Motel to consider 
Resolutions passed out of the Legislative Issues Committees that day, and that others 
were welcome to attend, but that space would be limited.  
15. Legislative Issues Committees  Speaker Parks  recessed the General Session until 
9:00 A.M. Tuesday, to allow the LICs to meet and consider Resolutions assigned to their 
respective committees. 
16. Other Meetings  During the afternoon, the Operations Committee met to discuss and 
coordinate the flow of Resolutions. 
17. Legislative Action Committee  The LAC met at the LaQuinta Motel at 7:30 P.M. to 
consider Resolutions that had been approved by the LICs.  The LAC also set the Tuesday 
calendar for floor consideration in the order the Resolutions were numbered and 
considered by the LAC.  Resolutions were adopted or returned to the assigned LIC for 
corrections/revisions by majority vote of the nine LIC Chairs.  Any minor changes deemed 
appropriate by majority vote of the LAC were made during the meeting.  Session Rules 
that were adopted authorized the LAC to reject Resolutions for good cause.  A few were 
rejected, but the LAC subsequently decided that any Resolutions rejected by the LAC 
would be sent to the floor for consideration by the membership, along with the disclosure 
that the Resolution had been rejected by the LAC.  The LAC took this action to allow 
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authors of rejected Resolutions an opportunity to “make their case” to the membership 
because there was no other appeal at this point in the process.  
Attachments: 
A. Rules for the 11th TSHL Legislative Session. 
B. Agenda, as adopted. 
C. Summaries of Consent Resolutions adopted. 

Tuesday, September 12, 2006 
9:00 AM  OPENING SESSION 
1.  Call to Order  Speaker Charlotte Parks called the Session  to order at 9:00 A.M. 
2.  Invocation  Chaplain Claude Williamson delivered the invocation. 
3.  Pledge of Allegiance  The Pledge to both the U.S. flag and the Texas flag was led by 
the honorable Burt Greenfield. 
4.  Roll Call  Secretary Higgins called the roll and reported to the Speaker that a quorum 
was present. (76 Members were present.) 
5. Recognize Visitors: Speaker Parks recognized visitors present, including spouses of 
members. 
6. Consideration of Resolutions  Speaker Parks called for Resolutions to be considered, 
and requested the authors and LIC Chairs to be ready to introduce their resolutions without 
delay.  Speaker Parks then called for Resolution number 1, followed by others in the 
consecutive order in which they had been considered by the LAC.  Resolutions 
considered, showing the author and the action taken for each resolution, were as follows: 

R1 Carlos Higgins: Adopted  Include Senior Citizens in the Recently Enacted 
Property Tax Reduction and any future Legislation that reduces property taxes. That the 
80th Texas Legislature promptly enact laws during the first month of the 2007 regular 
session that will ensure senior and disabled citizens will be included along with the general 
population in the recent and any future property tax reduction.  
R2 Carlos Higgins:  Adopted  Education, including Pre-K, from the Vantage of 
Grandparents. That the 11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature sponsor a series of discussions 
across Texas to elicit the support and relevant views of senior citizens on the expansion of 
Pre-K and improvement at all levels of education, and encourage and strongly recommend 
that the 80th Texas Legislature give great weight to these views in any legislation offered to 
improve education programs in Texas.   
R3 Carlos Higgins:  After some discussion about funding sources for the forums, the 
resolutions was adopted.  Study State Laws Governing End-of-Life Decisions. That the 
11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature sponsor a series of discussions across Texas to elicit 
the relevant views of senior citizens on this issue, and encourage and strongly recommend 
that the 80th Texas Legislature give great weight to these views in any legislation which 
governs End-of-Life Decisions.  
R4 Carlos Higgins:  Adopted State to Adopt “Silver Alert” Notification Network to 
Rescue Seniors. That the 80th Texas Legislature establish a “Silver Alert” notification 
system whereby law enforcement entities, the news media, and the general public may be 
promptly notified when an incompetent elderly person is discovered to be missing, so that a 
timely search and rescue may be undertaken.  
R5  Ivan Arceneaux:  Wording was amended, then adopted.  Appoint a committee to 
review the growing concerns about the health  and welfare of inmates over the age of 60. 
That the 80th Texas Legislature pass legislation to respond to the growing concerns 
about the health and welfare of inmates and parolees over the age of 60 by 
appointing a committee to review, comment, and address these concerns.  
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R6 Betty Lee Streckfuss:  Introduced; Discussion; Objection to the length and 
number of WHEREAS Clauses; Referred back to the LAC. 
Provide information to Residents and Visitors of Facilities about convicted Sexual Predators 
who are residents. That the 11th Texas Silver Haired Legislature urge the 80th Texas 
Legislature to enact laws to protect seniors, including notice requirements that are similar to 
Ashley’s Law notice requirements that protect children, requiring pertinent, specific 
information about convicted sexual predators be provided to senior citizen residential 
facilities (Assisted Living and etc.), and to their vulnerable residents and visitors.  
R7 Dr. Al Campbell:  Amended to call for a Joint Resolution calling for a 
Constitutional Amendment, then adopted. Reform of Redistricting. That the 80th Texas 
Legislature pass a Joint Resolution calling for a constitutional amendment that creates 
nonpartisan (or bipartisan) panels to redistrict according to established guidelines using 
data gathered during each decennial census.  
R8 C. J. :”Jim” Brisbin  & Brigitte R Rogers:  Resolution calling for proper identification 
of Polling Places was rejected on the basis that this issue should be taken to the 
Secretary of State rather than to the Legislature. 
R9  C. J. :”Jim” Brisbin  & Brigitte R Rogers: Adopted  Fund and require TxDOT 
to Increase Rural Transportation for Elderly Texans. That the 80th Texas Legislature provide 
funds and require the Texas Department of Transportation to purchase small economical 
vans when that would allow more trips with less cost.  
R10 Art Olson: Adopted Enhance state and local emergency planning protocols 
between county and local emergency responders and 2-1-1 (AICs). That the 80th Texas 
Legislature pass legislation to require local emergency planning entities to incorporate 2-1-1 
roles and communication protocols into disaster plans; provide Emergency planning 
resources to Texas Information Referral Network (TIRN) to support each 2-1-1 system; to 
participate as active members of all city and county emergency planning efforts within their 
specified service area in order to clarify the role of 2-1-1 centers; to  promote the special 
needs registry and to coordinate planning and training with  other local agencies serving 
persons with special needs.    
R11 Hazel Wright: Adopted Mandate the availability of Kinship Program Services to 
grandparents and eliminate placing children into Foster Care before they can become 
eligible for assistance. That the 80th Texas Legislature mandate the availability of Kinship 
Program Services to grandparents whose grandchildren have been VOLUNTARILY 
PLACED with grandparents, and eliminate the requirement of placing children into Foster 
Care before they can become eligible for assistance.  
R12 Ralph O’Dell:  Adopted  Restrict the Change of Road Use to Toll Roads. That 
the 80th Texas Legislature pass legislation to prohibit the change in use of any street, road, 
or highway constructed with tax dollars from being out-sourced, sold, leased, or conveyed 
to any Group, Company, Corporation, Board, Authority, Organization, or Individual for the 
purpose of charging the citizens of the state of Texas a fee for use.   
R13 Oscar Garcia: Adopted   Cap Annual Property Valuation Increases at 5%. That the 
80th Texas Legislature pass legislation to cap the legal increase in valuations without 
approval of the voters to no more than 5% per year.  
R14 Richard A. Landry, Jr.  Adopted Encourage more diverse power sources. That 
the 80th Texas Legislature encourage the Federal government to provide more diverse 
power sources while giving nuclear generation additional consideration.  
R15 Oscar Garcia:  Adopted Allow state court judicial review of administrative 
decisions concerning Medicaid services. That the 80th Texas Legislature repeal Texas 
Government Code 2001.223(1) and allow Texas state court judicial review of final 
administrative decisions concerning the granting, payment, denial or withdrawal of 
Medicaid.  
R16 Carlos Higgins & Pat Porter:  Adopted  Allow Property Owners To Execute “Transfer 
Upon Death” Deeds. That the 80th Texas Legislature enact Transfer On Death (TOD) laws 
and allow these transfers to occur in lieu of property transfers within the Probate of Estates.  
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R17 Maurine Gross:  Adopted  Provide for reimbursement of expenses for Guardianship 
Certification Board. That the 80th Texas Legislature pass legislation to reimburse 
Guardianship Certification Board members for necessary expenses not to exceed the limits 
set by the General Appropriations Act for Board or Commission members.  
R18 Oscar Garcia: Adopted  Expand the Money Management Program as an Alternative 
to Guardianship. That the 80th Texas Legislature expand the existing money management 
program as an alternative to guardianships, provide additional State funding for existing 
money management programs, encourage the growth of statewide money management 
programs with those features and safeguards relating to volunteers, clients, training, 
oversight, supervision; and require an advisory council be incorporated as a Texas nonprofit 
corporation with recognition by the Internal Revenue Service under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.  
R19 Anne Buckley: Adopted  To require that all coal-fired electric generating plants 
restrict pollutants emissions. That the 80th Texas Legislature pass legislation that requires 
all coal-fired electric generating plants (whether existing or new construction) restrict 
emissions of CO2 and other pollutants to meet or exceed the existing and future Federal 
clean air standards within 5 years of their passage.  

7. Announcements:  Speaker Parks opened the floor for Committee Chairs and others to 
make announcements concerning the day’s activities. 
8. Legislative Issues Committees  Speaker Parks  recessed the General Session until 
9:00 A.M. Wednesday, to allow the LICs to meet and consider Resolutions assigned to 
their respective committees. 
9.  Legislative Action Committee  The LAC met at the LaQuinta Motel at 7:30 P.M. to 
consider Resolutions that had been adopted by the LICs that day, including any that had 
been returned to an LIC for correction, revision or “bundling” and was now ready for 
reconsideration. 
Operations numbered the resolutions consecutively and distributed copies to the LAC 
members for their review.  Those authors and other TSHL members attending the LAC 
were permitted to join in the debate and discussion as resolutions were considered.  The 
LAC members recognized that the workload for Operations was so great that not all 
Resolutions could be corrected and re-processed and still be sent to the floor in time for 
consideration by the membership.  After some discussion, the LAC decided incomplete 
resolutions would be sent to the floor with the understanding that those resolutions would 
subsequently be corrected, so long as those corrections were “cosmetic” and not 
significant changes in the intent of thrust of the language.  Specifically included in the 
authorized corrections was the addition or adjustment of titles and descriptive paragraphs 
at the top of each resolution.  The membership was to be advised of this process. 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 
9:00 AM  OPENING SESSION 
1.  Call to Order  Speaker Charlotte Parks called the Session  to order at 9:00 A.M. 
2.  Invocation  Chaplain Claude Williamson delivered the invocation. 
3.  Pledge of Allegiance  The Pledge to both the U.S. flag and the Texas flag was led by 
Raul  Navarro. 
4.  Roll Call Secretary Higgins called the roll and reported to the Speaker that a quorum 
was present. (76 Members were present.) 
5. Recognize Visitors: Speaker Parks recognized visitors present, including spouses  
of members. 
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6.  Guest Speaker Speaker Parks announced that the meeting would be recessed for the  
LIC meetings, but all members should Return to Chambers at 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM when   
Governor Rick Perry would address the group for about 20 minutes. 
7.  Consideration of Resolutions  Speaker Parks called for Resolutions to be considered 
and requested the resolve clause be read before discussing the issue.  LAC Chair Carlos 
Higgins was recognized by the Speaker to inform members that, in order for Operations to 
handle the workload and still get some sleep, the Resolutions were being presented with 
the understanding that a few cosmetic changes would be made to some of them after they 
had been adopted by the membership.  Resolutions that were considered, showing the 
author and the action taken for each, were as follows: 

R6  Betty Lee Streckfuss: Correct version of R6 was considered and adopted. 
R20 Oscar Garcia & Carlos Higgins:  Adopted Support Greater Funding for Nursing 
Homes and Long-Term Care Facilities. That the 80th Texas Legislature take action to secure 
all available federal funding for nursing homes by meeting the requirement for state 
matching funds, but to pay for the matching funds out of state general funds without 
imposing any additional taxes on nursing homes in Texas.  
R21 Hazel Wright:  After considerable discussion and questions about the intent, the 
resolution was adopted. Define Private Professional Guardianship to Include 
Corporate Fiduciary and Attorney. Request the 80th Texas Legislature to amend 
110.011(9) of the Texas Government Code by deleting “other than an attorney or a 
corporate fiduciary.”  
R22 Ray George:  Adopted Support for Annuity Increase for Texas Education Retirees. 
That the 80th Texas Legislature fund the solvency necessary for the Teacher Retirement 
System of Texas pension fund to be able to provide for an annuity increase for Texas 
education retirees.  
R23 Oscar Garcia: The Motion to Amend failed; the resolution was adopted.  Require 
that all physicians, physician’s assistants, licensed nurses, and social workers in Texas be 
required to have at least three (3) hours of Continuing Education Credit in geriatric health 
care as part of professional development.  That the 80th Texas Legislature pass legislation 
to require that all physicians, physician’s assistants, licensed nurses, and social workers in 
Texas be required to earn at least three (3) hours of Continuing Education. Credit in 
geriatric health care as part of their annual or biannual Continuing Education requirement to 
maintain a Texas license and that the state of Texas require the licensing boards for 
medicine, nursing and social work to monitor these geriatric education regulations.  
R24 Margaret Williamson:  A motion to amend wording in the RESOLVE paragraph 
was approved, and the resolution adopted. Nursing Homes and Assisted Living facilities 
to provide wrist or ankle bracelets. That the 80th Texas Legislature enact legislation to 
require Nursing Homes and Assisted Living facilities to provide wrist or ankle bracelets for 
each resident, giving basic identification information under the guidelines allowed by 
HIPAA.   
R25 Oscar Garcia:  Adopted Ensure Texans have access to basic local telephone 
service. That the 80th Texas Legislature call for a thorough and up-to-date study of the 
costs associated with providing basic local telephone service across the state, before 
modifying or allowing any modification of the Texas Universal Service Fund.  
R27 Raul Navarro:  Adopted  Bar Hiring Personal Care Attendants with Criminal Records. 
That the 80th Texas Legislature Amend Chapter 250.006 of the Texas Health & 
Safety Code to bar people convicted of specified crimes from employment as 
personal care attendants.  
R28 Chester Cunningham:  After some discussion, the resolution was adopted.  To 
promote the formation of state-county-private partnerships to provide  home meal delivery 
to senior citizens. That the 80th Texas Legislature pass legislation to adopt appropriate 
measures to promote the formation of state-county-private partnerships to provide home 
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meal delivery to senior citizens and allow countless deserving older Texans to continue 
living in their own homes and thus maintain the highest quality of life possible.  
R29  Dr. Al Campbell and Oscar Garcia:  After prolonged debate and a Motion to cut 
off further debate was approved, the resolution was adopted.  A Division of the 
House was called for in the voting.  Put To a Vote of the People the establishment of 
Casinos. That the 80th Texas Legislature put to a vote of the people the proposition to 
permit the establishment and operation of well-regulated casinos in the State of Texas and 
that all qualified operators be allowed to participate including Native American 
organizations.  
R31 Homer Lear: Adopted Authorize and fund “Grandparents as Caregivers Program”. 
That the 80th Texas Legislature authorize a Grandparent as Caregivers program supporting 
the grandparent who has legal custody of the grandchild, with a household income of less 
than 130 percent of the federal poverty level, and maximum support of $200 per month for 
each grandchild up to a maximum  $600 for three grandchildren.  
R32 Alan Abraham:  After some discussion about the intent Adopted .  Mandatory On-
the-Record Votes by Texas Lawmakers. That the 80th Texas Legislature enact legislation 
requiring routinely recorded voting by legislators in the Texas House and Senate at key 
stages in the legislative process, including votes in committee, on floor amendments, 
second and third readings of bills, conference reports and joint resolutions, to be published 
in the House and Senate journals and made accessible online in a timely fashion.   
R33 Dr. Al Campbell:  A Recommendation by the LAC was challenged and resolved.  
A motion to amend the Resolve paragraph was approved.  The Resolution was then 
adopted.  Voter Referendum to authorize a state Income Tax in Texas. That the 80th Texas 
Legislature offer a voter referendum allowing voters to decide whether to authorize a state 
income tax.  

8. Announcements:  Speaker Parks reminded the members to be back for the Governor’s 
address, and then opened the floor for other announcements.  A proposal by Dr. Al 
Campbell regarding improvements in the methods used for ranking resolutions was 
discussed, without any consensus for change. 
9. Legislative Issues Committees Speaker Parks recessed the General Session until 
9:00 A.M. Thursday, to allow the LICs to meet and consider any remaining Resolutions 
assigned to their respective committees. 
10. Address by Governor Perry. Governor Rick Perry received a warm welcome from the 
assembled-members of the Texas Silver-Haired Legislature in the House Chamber.  Perry 
complimented the TSHL for its work on behalf of seniors, and emphasized his interest in 
property tax relief and greater border security, as well as other issues. He assured the 
body that Texas seniors and disabled persons would be included in the previously granted 
property tax reductions early in the next legislative session.   Several members of the 
TSHL personally greeted Governor Perry on his way out of the Chamber.   After Betty 
Streckfuss informed the Governor that long time member Dorothy Rose was an active and 
valued member at age 93, he expressed his appreciation by bending over to “buzz” 
Dorothy on her cheek. 
11. Legislative Action Committee  The LAC met at the LaQuinta Motel at 7:30 P.M. 
to consider the remaining Resolutions. 
Thursday, September 14, 2006 
9:00 AM  OPENING SESSION 
1.  Call to Order  Speaker Charlotte Parks called the Session  to order at 9:00 A.M. 
2.  Invocation  The Chaplain gave the invocation. 
3.  Pledge of Allegiance  The Pledge was given to both the U.S. flag and the Texas flag.  
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4.  Roll Call  Secretary Higgins called the roll and reported to the Speaker that a quorum 
was present. (74 Members were present.) 
5. Recognize Visitors:   Speaker Parks recognized visitors present, including spouses  
of  members. 
6.  Consideration of Resolutions  Speaker Parks recognized LAC Chair Carlos Higgins 
to introduce a resolution by Jetta Roberts calling for an increase in the Personal Needs  
Allowance.  By general consensus and vote of the membership, this Resolution was  
adopted as a Special Resolution.  It was described as follows: 

Special TSHL Resolution 
Permanently Set the Personal Needs Allowance at a Minimum of  $60.00 Per Month. 
The Texas Legislature is urged to establish by statute a level of no less than $60.00 (sixty 
dollars) a month for the personal needs allowance, and to make this issue a budget priority 
in the 80th Legislative Session. 

Speaker Parks then called for the remaining Resolutions to be considered,   LAC Chair 
Higgins announced that each of the Resolutions that had been rejected by the LAC would 
be presented for floor consideration by the membership, but with notice of its rejection by 
the LAC.  Resolutions that were considered, showing the author and the action taken for 
each, were as follows: 

R13  Oscar Garcia.  Amended to remove the last sentence, then adopted. 
Cap Annual Property Valuation Increases at 5%. That the 80th Texas Legislature pass 
legislation to cap the legal increase in valuations without approval of the voters to no more 
than 5% per year.    
R30   Charlotte Parks:  Adopted Privately Owned Pay Phone Costs. That the 80th 
Texas Legislature pass legislation that requires privately-owned pay phone service 
providers post in a prominent place on or adjacent to each affected phone the charges that 
a customer may expect to pay for service, so that the consumer may determine in advance 
such charges.    
R26   Oscar Garcia, Maurine Gross and Margaret Williamson  Adopted Ensure a 
dedicated funding stream from the State to local guardianship programs. Request the 80th 
Texas Legislature approve a $20 fee to be added onto every original probate filing 
(approximately 60,000 per year) made in the State of Texas and that such funds be 
delivered by the Clerks of the various courts to HHSC to be distributed with the advice of 
the Guardianship Advisory Board to certified local guardianship programs, to enable local 
guardianship programs to serve existing wards other than wards served by such programs 
pursuant to contracts with DADS.    
R34   Hazel Wright:  After being tabled for revision, the resolution was adopted, as 
revised. Area Agencies on Aging Identified as Access to all Long Term Care Aging 
Services. That the 80th Texas Legislature, authorize the 28 Area Agencies on Aging to serve 
as the access center for long-term care aging services within the Department of Aging and 
Disability Services, responsible for implementation of care coordination for long term care 
aging resources, ensuring timely access and cost savings for the State Medicaid program.    
R35   Withdrawn by the author. 
R36  Narris Braly: Adopted  Ensure Future Fresh Water Availability. That the 80th Texas 
Legislature pass legislation to fund research and development of economical means to 
convert salt water to fresh water in vast amounts to meet future needs by setting a sufficient 
fee on all potable fresh water currently transported by pipeline, tanker, or other means 
across each and all county lines.    
R37   Alan Abraham:  After considerable opposition and a Division of the House 
called for in the voting, the resolution was adopted.  Oppose School Vouchers or 
similar program. That the 80th Texas Legislature oppose any legislative initiatives 
authorizing a School Voucher System, or any similar program by a different name, be it a 
pilot, regional, district, temporary or permanent program, for Texas.    
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R38   Oscar Garcia: Adopted Require Dementia Training, monitoring, and 
certification for health care workers. That the 80th Texas Legislature require that all staff be 
trained in dementia care issues and practices, require (8) hours of training prior to resident 
interaction for Certified Nursing Assistants & direct care staff with (8) hours of annual 
continuing education; and that a monitoring mechanism be established to ensure 
compliance; and, further, that a formal certification of training program be required for lead 
state agencies involved in licensing.    
R39   Dr. Al Campbell:  Adopted State health insurance benefits to all retired and active 
school employees. That the 80th Texas Legislature pass legislation to provide full health 
insurance benefits for all education retirees and active school employees.    
R40 Maurine Gross:   Adopted Guardianship Certification Board to Obtain Criminal 
History Information. Request the 80th Texas Legislature to amend Section 411.1403 of the 
Texas Government Code to authorize the Guardianship Certification Board to obtain 
criminal history information from the Department of Public Safety as part of its investigation 
of an applicant and to eliminate this requirement for county courts and guardianship 
programs.    
R41  Dr. Al Campbell: Adopted  Require seat belts on busses. That the 80th Texas 
Legislature require all school and commercial busses and vehicles transporting senior 
citizens to have seat belts at every seat, and passengers be required to fasten seat belts 
during vehicle operation.    
R42   Jetta Roberts:  Adopted Require insurance firms to report canceled or 
expired liability auto insurance. That the 80th Texas Legislature declare a policy to curtail 
insurance fraud by requiring insurance firms to report to the Department of Public Safety 
when a policy is cancelled or expires.    
R43   Brigitte Rogers:  Adopted Reform Homeowners Insurance. That the 80th Texas 
Legislature Strengthen statutory penalties for insurance companies that overcharge 
their policyholders; Require periodic review of insurance rates to determine if they 
are unjustified or excessive and if rate reductions are in order; Pass an industry-
wide cap limiting the effect of credit scoring on homeowners and personal 
automobile insurance rates at no more than 8%; Require disclosure in layman's 
terms of actual coverage being offered; Prohibit carriers from inserting "right-of-
rescission" clause, except for non-payment of premiums.    
R44   Oscar Garcia:  Adopted Regulate the business activities of Pharmacy Benefit 
Managers. That the 80th Texas Legislature adopt legislation which would properly authorize 
the Texas State Board of Insurance and the Texas State Board of Pharmacy to regulate the 
Pharmacy Benefits Managers which do business within the state of Texas.    
R45    Jane Ratcliff:  Legal representation sought for disabled persons, relating to 
disability insurance claims; failed adoption. 
R46   C. J. ”Jim” Brisbin:  After discussion and Division of the House vote, the 
resolution was adopted.  Restrict the Transportation of Water. That the 80th Texas 
Legislature take all necessary measures to control the pumping and transportation of water 
from wells in the underground Aquifers where the well is located and authorize water 
districts to establish a permit system to control movement of water across county lines.    
R47   C. J. ”Jim” Brisbin  & Brigitte R Rogers:  Adopted Re-regulate and restrict 
the Utility Companies to a maximum of 15% profit    and require cost of fuel to be shown on 
electric bills. That the 80th Texas Legislature enact laws to restrict the Utility Companies to a 
maximum of 15% profit on their investment; be regulated by the Public Utilities 
Commission; and require fuel costs to be shown on electric bills.    
R48   Linda H. Parrish:  After some discussion the resolution was adopted.  
Reconsider Advanced Directive Act. That the 80th Texas Legislature reconsider the 
Advanced Directives Act, TADAC § 166.046, to provide Texans with a more reasonable 
process for determining how their lives will continue or end with dignity.    
R49  Narris Braly, Dr. Al Campbell, Nell Clark, Barbara Effenberger, Maurine Gross,  
and Arlie Ray Horn:  Adopted Increase funding for Senior Corps Programs. That the 
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80th Texas Legislature fund an additional $607,414 per year for new and existing Texas 
Senior Corps programs for a total allocation of $1,422,414.    
R50   John Holcomb: Adopted Feasibility study of multi-use Community Centers as 
Points of Pride (T-POP). urges the 80th Texas Legislature to conduct a feasibility study of 
multi-use Community Centers as Points of Pride in rural communities and evaluate the 
concept for economic, health and social growth feasibility to revitalize these communities 
with the goal that the Points of Pride Community Centers would become self-sufficient.    
R51   Don Avery: Adopted Protection of Long Term Residents’ Lakeside Property. That 
the 80th Texas Legislature enact laws which will prevent Texas River Authorities, 
specifically including the BRA, from unfairly evicting long-time lease holders for any 
purpose which includes resort-type land development, but instead requires River Authorities 
to allow those who are currently living in lake-side property leased from the River Authority, 
specifically including those at Possum Kingdom Lake, to continue living in their homes 
during their lifetimes at lease rates comparable to those now being charged. 
R52   Jane Ratcliff: Adopted Funding and support for transportation needs and 
public awareness education. That the 80th Texas Legislature pass legislation to create an 
initiative titled “No Elder Left Behind”, and to provide funding for transportation needs and 
public education to inform elderly Texans, particularly those residing in rural and poverty-
stricken urban areas, about services available to them.   
R53   Raul Navarro:  Adopted Require a minimum of ten clock hours training for 
Home Care Attendants. That the 80th Texas Legislature require this basic 10 hour 
orientation training for all home care attendants.    
R54   Manny Najera: Adopted  Implement Medicaid payments for dental services. 
That the 80th Texas Legislature pass a concurrent resolution urging the Texas 
Congressional delegation to support the inclusion of dental services for all Medicaid 
qualified senior citizens.    
R55   Manny Najera: Adopted  Establish criminal background checks and registry for 
Health Care Professionals and Attendants. That the 80th Texas Legislature pass a Law that 
will cause all health care agencies licensed to operate within the State to cause a 
background investigation of their new employees and require the health care employee’s 
signature agreeing that copies of investigative reports may be made available to other 
health care agencies that may need a copy for their official use.   A registry containing the 
background investigations of their employees shall be created and retained by each 
agency.    
R56   Chris Kyker & Glen Provost: Adopted Telemedicine/Telehealth Expansion. 
That the 80th Texas Legislature pass a Concurrent Resolution urging the Texas 
Congressional delegation to support federal legislation requiring the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services to take substantive and affirmative actions to expand telemedicine/
telehealth services, especially the initiation and/or expansion of Medicare reimbursement 
for telemedicine/telehealth home health services and services into skilled nursing facilities.    
R57 Betty Trotter:  Adopted   Expand the Medicaid Program to include payments for 
Medicaid qualified persons residing in assisted living facilities. That the 80th Session of the 
Texas Legislature pass a concurrent resolution requesting that the Texas Congressional 
delegation actively support the expansion of the Federal Medicaid Program to include 
payment for residential expenses of Medicaid qualified persons residing in assisted living 
facilities.    
R58   Ruth Bowling, Oscar Garcia, Paula Johnson, Chris Kyker, Oscar Solis and 
Bobby Southwood:  Adopted Restore, protect and use the utility safety net fund as 
originally intended. That the 80th Texas Legislature immediately reinstate the System 
Benefit Fund funds to go toward programs designed to help ease the transition to a 
deregulated electricity market.    
R59   Stephen F. McLaughlin:  Adopted Establish a State Supported Stem Cell 
Research Program Similar to that Established by the State of California. That the 80th Texas 
Legislature pass legislation establishing a state-supported stem cell research program, 
involving all interested and relevant parties and which program would provide both for 
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adequate state funding as well as contributions from participants, all with a view toward 
insuring that the State of Texas establishes and maintains a leadership position in this vital 
area of medical research.    
R60   Chris Kyker: Adopted    Expand the "Money Follows the Person" Policy. That the 
80th Texas Legislature expand the current MFP policy to include individuals wanting to 
leave ICF/MR.   (Intermediate care facilities for the mentally retarded.) 
R61   Ivan Arceneaux: Adopted Require review of disaster plans by Area Agencies on 
Aging (AAA) and the Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services. That the 80th 
Texas Legislature pass legislation requiring that AAAs be authorized to review and 
comment on all disaster plans adopted by counties, municipalities, or other political 
subdivisions within the respective AAA regions and requiring that all statewide disaster 
plans be submitted to DADS for review and comment.    
R62   Ivan Arceneaux: Adopted Require senior citizen membership on transportation 
advisory committees and councils. That the 80th Texas Legislature pass legislation to 
require that any state, regional, county, or municipal transportation advisory committee or 
advisory council include at least one representative who is a senior citizen.    
R63   Manny Najera: Adopted Establish the Texas State Family Caregiver Support 
Program. That the 80th Texas Legislature, in conjunction with and with assistance from the 
Federal Government and the Texas DADS, HHS and other concerned agencies shall 
develop and implement the TEXAS STATE FAMILY CAREGIVER SUPPORT PROGRAM 
(TSFCSP), under the jurisdiction of a State of Texas Entity, and include a provision that a 
range of financial incentives such as tax credits and cash vouchers for items purchased on 
behalf of the individuals whom they are caring for, plus appropriate respite for the caregiver.    
R64   Ivan Arceneaux, Ruth Bowling, Narris Braly and Jane Nelson.  Adopted  
Increase Texas Parks & Wildlife Department Budget. That the 80th Texas Legislature not 
reduce funding for the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department but increase the Department's 
funding by a minimum of 50% of the sports tax funds generated annually.    
R65   Stephen F. McLaughlin:  Adopted Establish a Non-Partisan, Community-Based, 
Statewide Task Force on Public Education. Urge the 80th. Texas Legislature to establish 
and fund a non-partisan, community-based, statewide Task Force charged with analyzing 
the deficiencies and problems in the existing public education system of Texas, with 
developing one or more proposed solutions for the problems and deficiencies so identified, 
and with providing to the 82nd Texas Legislature a written report of their findings and 
recommendations.    
R66   Paula Johnson, Jetta Roberts, Bobby Southwood and Betty Streckfuss: 
Adopted  Require Education/Training and Periodic Re-certification of Medical and 
Health Care Professionals in Geriatric Medicine and Issues of Aging. That the 80th Texas 
Legislature pass legislation to  require, as a condition of licensure, certification or re-
certification of Health Care Professionals, education and training in issues related to care 
and treatment of the aging.    
R67  Harthia Bockmon  & Burt Greenfield: A resolution to eliminate school property taxes 
and finance schools with one school tax, Failed. 

And the last resolution 
R68   Ivan Arceneaux: Adopted Study, review, comment and make public the history of 
the home equity loans in Texas. That the 80th Texas Legislature pass legislation that DADS, 
or some agency other than the agency regulating the home Equity Loan program, be 
commissioned to review and comment on the history of the home equity loans in Texas by 
senior citizens. 

7. Announcements. Speaker Parks reminded members that the session would be called 
back to order after lunch at 1:15   Ralph O’Dell, Chair of Operations, announced that 
ballots would be ready for the afternoon session, to rank the Resolutions. The session was 
recessed until after lunch.   
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1:15 PM – GENERAL SESSION 
1.  Call to Order – Speaker Charlotte Parks called the afternoon session to order. 
2.  Roll Call –Secretary Higgins called the roll and reported that a quorum was present. 
(73 members were present.) 
3.  Prioritize Resolutions   Operations provided ballots to enable members to rank the 
resolutions in order of importance.  Various members “lobbied” for their resolutions to 
receive favorable rankings.  LAC Chairman Higgins reminded the members that 
resolutions should be ranked based on their importance to TSHL constituents, rather than 
on who authored the resolution.  
4.  Announcements.  Speaker Parks announced that the Administration Committees and 
Ad  Hoc Committees would be meeting during the afternoon, and that the Executive 
Committee would meet at 4:45 P.M.    Members of the Education Committee presented a 
special resolution in tribute to the Honorable Bobby Southwood, Chair of the Education 
Committee. 
5.  Recess Speaker Parks recessed the General Session until 9:00 A.M. Friday. 

4:45 PM   Meeting of the Executive Committee 
Minutes of the meeting are shown in Attachment D. 

Friday, September 15, 2006 
9:00 AM  OPENING SESSION 
1.  Call to Order  Speaker Charlotte Parks called the Session  to order at 9:00 A.M. 
2.  Invocation  The Chaplain gave the invocation. 
3.  Pledge of Allegiance  The Pledge to both the U.S. flag and the Texas flag was led by 
the honorable John Giovannini..  
4.  Roll Call  Secretary Higgins called the roll and reported to the Speaker that a quorum 
was present. (74 Members were present.) 
The quorum included former member and now active member once more, Dorothy Rose, 
who was sworn in this day by fellow TSHL member, Judge Don Avery. 
5. Recognize Visitors:  Speaker Parks recognized visitors present, including spouses of  
members. 
6.  Results of Prioritization of Resolutions.  Narris Braly announced the ranking order of 
the resolutions, as computed from members’ ballots.   The ranking order is shown in 
Attachment E. 
7. Committee Reports  Speaker Parks called for reports from the various committees, as 
follows:  

Executive Committee.   Speaker Charlotte Parks recounted the highlights of both the 
Executive Committee meeting and the reports from representatives of the TSHL 
Foundation.  She reported that Oscar Garcia would chair the Banquet activities, Chris 
Kyker would chair efforts to secure financial grants, and that Elsie Whiteside was working 
diligently on the Directory and sale of ads.  She commented on the importance of raising 
the profile of TSHL. 
Fund Raising – In her role as Financial liaison,  Deputy Speaker Pro tem Betty Streckfuss 
deferred to the budget report by the Honorables David Baltimore, Chair of Finance 
Committee and Albert Campbell, TSHL Comptroller.  She added to the Speaker’s report of 
Foundation activities and stated that the Foundation planned to hold “local fundraising 
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dinners” with the help of members in the more affluent communities of the state.  In 
addition to the Gala planned for next year, receptions would be planned in various regions 
to help attract people who could contribute to the Foundation.  She yielded to Elsie 
Whiteside for the Directory Report, and urged that every member not expect Elsie to do all 
the work by herself, but to add our energy to hers to sell ads. 
Directory & Historian - Elsie Whiteside made available a list of ads that had been sold 
and asked members to check the list for any discrepancies.  She briefly discussed the 
printing of ads, and the role of the Historian. 
Training.  Dr. John Holcolm, Chair of the Training Committee briefly discussed training 
plans and efforts, and called upon committee members who chaired the various sub-
committees established to organize training efforts. 
Technology.  Oscar Garcia reported the Technology Committee had met three times since 
its authorization by the Speaker and the Executive Committee in July.  Actions taken 
include: 

• Instructed the web master to design databases that would permit updating to be 
made more easily.  

• Committee members were assigned update responsibilities for different pages of 
the website. 

• Generic email addresses were assigned to each TSHL member for enhanced 
security. 

• Webmaster Richard Mueller provided training to Committee members via 
teleconferencing.  

• A new “Comments” window was opened on the WEB page, and has generated 
productive queries and comments from the public. 

• Use of the WEB page for fund-raising activities was discussed. 
• The Committee has acquired up-dated equipment, using grant money. 

Emeritus – Brigitte Rogers, Committee Chair, noted the membership of the committee and 
briefly outlined the committee’s intent to offer candidates for the Emeritus honor. 
Strategic Plan.  Al Campbell, Comptroller, stressed the importance of the Strategic Plan – 
which will be presented for adoption during the December meeting - and offered 
suggestions (in a memo) for changes in financial procedures, legal structure and 
organizational policies.     The Memo also discussed the relationship between the TSHL 
and the TSHL Foundation.  A copy of the Memo is included as Attachment F. 
Finance – Adopt TSHL Biennial Budget 2006-2008  David Baltimore and Al Campbell 
presented the budget that was accepted and passed by the Finance  Committee.  The 
budget, as adopted, covers the last four months of 2006 and years 2007 and 2008, and 
will get the TSHL budget in synch with the calendar year of the Foundation  The budget is 
shown in Attachment G. 
Elections & Credentials.  The Committee Report was given by Jim Brisbin in the place of 
Walter Graham, Chair. 
Communications.  In place of Dolores Tousignant, Chair, the report was given by the Vice 
Chair, Linda Parrish, and included the following:   

• Elinor Pape composed a press release in two formats for all members of the TSHL 
to use with their local news outlets upon return home.   

• Discussed a certificate by Delores Tousignant to be used by TSHL members 
honoring local citizens who have reached their 100th birthday.   

• Ray George shared a prototype of the cover for the Resolutions booklet. 
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• Ivan Arceneaux alerted members to the tshl.info site and encouraged submissions. 
Operations.  Ralph O’Dell discussed the work-load and efforts of the Operations 
Committee members – who deserve high praise for their diligence and long hours.    
Legislative Action. Carlos Higgins, Chair, briefly described the operations of the LAC and 
the need for a review of the procedures.  His remarks included: 

• The good suggestion by one member for pre-screening of Resolutions to improve 
the quality. 

• The possibility of a survey, asking for ideas to improve the process. 
• Posting the Resolutions on the TSHL WEB page, after the “cosmetic” changes were 

complete. 
• Responsibility of all members, and especially LIC Chairs, to find sponsors for the 

Resolutions and to follow through during the Legislative Session as advocates. 
• Complimented the membership for a host of good Resolutions.  

 Announcements.  Speaker Parks called for any last announcements. 

Benediction  was given by Claude Williamson 

The Colors were retired. 

Motion to Adjourn was accepted by Speaker Parks, and the session was adjourned,  
Sine Die 

Note:  The TSHL considered 117 proposed resolutions addressing issues of importance to 
seniors in the state of Texas. Resolutions were divided among the nine legislative issues 
committees, and those passed by the committees were submitted to the floor for action.  
65 of these resolutions were ultimately accepted by the TSHL.  Resolutions adopted by the 
membership will be formally presented to the Texas State Legislature as recommendations 
for their consideration.  

                   Attachment A 

RULES ADOPTED BY THE 
ELEVENTH TEXAS SILVER-HAIRED LEGISLATURE 

FOR ITS 2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

AUTHORITY 
Roberts Rules of Order, Newly Revised 
Edition, in the most recent edition shall be the 
parliamentary authority in all cases except 
where otherwise provided in the Bylaws or 
the Policy and Procedures Handbook.  Copies 
of Roberts Rules should be made available to 
each committee chair. 

COMMITTEES 
2a There shall be nine (9) Legislative 

Issues Committees. The names of 
these Committees shall be: 
• Criminal Justice  
• Education 
• General 
• Health & Human Resources 
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• Human Services 
• Insurance 
• Retirement & Aging 
• State Affairs 
• Utilities & Natural Resources 

2b There shall be (5) Administrative 
Committees. The names of these 
Committees shall be: 
• Communications  
• Elections & Credentials 
• Finance 
• Legislative Action 
• Operations 

2c The Executive Committee shall 
consist of members as prescribed by 
the Bylaws and the Policies and 
Procedures Handbook. 

2d Officers of committees shall 
consist of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Secretary 

2e The five TSHL officers are ex-officio 
members of all committees but are 
not eligible to serve as Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman or Secretary without 
prior approval by the Executive 
Committee. 

2f Resolutions to be considered by the 
Silver-Haired Legislature or the 
Legislative Action Committee shall be 
approved by a majority of the 
reviewing committee, signed by the 
committee chair and presented to the 
Legislative Action Committee by the 
author or committee chairman or his/
her designee. 

2g TSHL Committees shall consider only 
those Resolutions received from (or 
through) a Silver-Haired Legislator. 

2h The Legislative Action Committee 
shall resolve any question that arises 

as to the appropriate committee to 
consider a proposed resolution.  

III.LEADERSHIP 
The Speaker, Speaker Pro Tem, Deputy 
Speaker Pro Tem, Secretary and 
Comptroller shall be the line of authority. 

3a The Speaker or designee shall 
preserve decorum at all times. 

3b The Speaker may only speak to an 
issue after he/she has passed the 
gavel and come to the floor.  

3c The Speaker sha l l recogn ize 
members to speak for up to three (3) 
minutes at a time. 

3d The Speaker shall decide all points of 
order and can be overruled only 
through "an appeal of the decision of 
the chair." 

3e No persons other than members of 
the Silver-Haired Legislature or 
persons authorized by the Speaker or 
the Sgt. At Arms shall be allowed on 
the floor during session. 

IV. AGENDA 
4a The agenda shall be the order of 

business and the Order of the Day for 
the Silver-Haired Legislature. The 
agenda will be printed and distributed 
prior to the beginning of the session. 

4b The Legislative Action Committee will 
list the resolutions in the order to be 
presented, including the name of the 
presenter, and the Speaker will 
normally call for the resolutions in that 
order. A Resolution may be taken out 
of order at the discretion of the 
Speaker. The author or the Chairman 
of the originating committee or his/her 
designee will present each resolution. 
The Author of each Resolution shall 
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be given a reasonable opportunity to 
participate in the presentation.  

4c Time a l l o t ted fo r i n t roduc ing 
Resolutions will be limited to three (3) 
minutes.  After a Resolution is 
introduced, the Speaker may ask 
whether there is any objection to the 
adoption of the Resolution.  If there is 
no objection, the Speaker may call for 
a vote at that time.  If there is 
objection or any opposition, debate 
on resolutions will be limited to twelve 
(12) minutes. Within the debate time 
limits, members may speak until all 
who wish to speak have spoken, or 
time expires.  When there are both 
“for” and “against” speakers waiting to 
speak, they shall be alternately called 
upon. At the discretion of the 
Speaker, total time may be extended 
for up to an additional six (6) minutes 
for debate, provided repetitious 
arguments are avoided.  When a 
Resolution is presented with no 
opposing debate offered, the Speaker 
may call for a vote without further 
discussion. 

4d No member shall speak twice to an 
issue until all who wish to speak have 
been heard for the first time, unless 
o the rw ise de te rm ined by the 
Speaker.  

4e At the discretion of the Speaker, minor 
corrections may be accepted from the 
floor.  Substantive amendments will 
be accepted from the floor only after 
each member is provided a printed 
copy o f the amendment . The 
resolution amendment will be tabled 
to g ive t ime to make copies. 
Amendments must be germane to the 
resolution under consideration. 

V. LATE FILED RESOLUTIONS and 
the CONSENT AGENDA 

5a Submission of Resolutions:   
In accordance with the Executive 
Commit tee’s decis ion, Review 
P rocess , t he cu to f f da te f o r 
Resolutions to be submitted was 
August 24, 2006. 

5b   Consideration by the LAC 
The LAC has full discretion to accept 
or reject for consideration any 
Resolution offered after August 24.  If 
the LAC elects to consider a late 
submitted Resolution, it may, upon 
timely request, hear the author and 
any opponent of the resolution.  
• If approved, the LAC shall place 

the resolution on the appropriate 
Agenda for consideration on the 
floor. 

• The LAC may refer the Resolution 
to the author for any suggested 
a d j u s tme n t s , o r r e j e c t t h e 
Resolution.  

5c Consideration by the Speaker 
The Speaker has full discretion to 
accept or reject for consideration any 
Resolution offered after August 24.  
She may, upon timely request of any 
member opposing the Resolution, 
informally listen to arguments by that 
member and the author. If she 
approves the Resolution, she shall 
place it on the appropriate Agenda for 
floor consideration  

5d Purpose of the Consent Agenda:  
The Consent Agenda is intended only 
for those Resolutions which: 
• Express appreciation for efforts 

and services on behalf of the 
TSHL, or 

• Recognize notable efforts and 
contributions on behalf of Texas’ 
aging citizens, and  
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• May reasonably be expected to 
e n c o u n t e r n o s i g n i f i c a n t 
opposition. 

5e Consideration on the Floor of 
Resolutions on the Consent 
Agenda:  Resolutions on the 
Consent Agenda will be voted on in 
total and require two-thirds (2/3) vote 
of those present and voting.  A motion 
on the floor to lift out a Consent 
Agenda item is not debatable and 
requires a majority vote. In the event 
the Resolutions on the Consent 
Agenda are re jected in tota l , 
Resolut ions may then, at the 
discret ion of the Speaker, be 
c o n s i d e r e d a n d v o t e d u p o n 
separately. 

VI.  PRIORITY SETTING 
The TSHL membership shall rank or 
prioritize the adopted Resolutions in 
accordance with the TSHL Policy and 
Procedures Handbook, as may be 
amended during this Legislative Session.  

VII. QUORUM 
8a A quorum for a meeting of the Texas 

Silver-Haired Legislature shall be a 
majority of the membership currently 
recognized and sworn in. 

8b C o m m i t t e e s – A q u o r u m f o r 
committees and sub-committees shall 
be a majority of the committee or sub-
committee membership. Approval of 
resolutions - other than Consent 
Agenda items – requires “for” votes 
equal to a majority of the committee 
or sub-committee membership, or, if a 
majority is not present, two-thirds 
(2/3) of the members present.  Each 
committee chair shall insure the vote 
c o u n t f o r e a c h d e c i s i o n o n 
resolutions is recorded and given to 
the TSHL Secretary.  

VIII. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
Members of the Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature shall refrain from voting on 
any consent, regular or administrative 
agenda items that could be considered a 
conflict of interest, real or apparent. TSHL 
members who have a conflict of interest 
on any agenda item will disclose that 
information, will refrain from comment, 
and will abstain from voting. The action 
shall be recorded in the minutes of the 
meeting to stand as an official record of 
the abstention.  

IX. CODE OF CONDUCT. 
Members of the Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature are expected to conduct 
themselves in a manner commensurate 
with the high honor of his/her office and to 
refrain from conduct that would bring 
discredit to the Silver-Haired Legislature.  

Accordingly, each Silver-Haired Legislator 
must refrain from any practice that could 
be considered to be in conflict, real or 
apparent, with this code.  While acting or 
appearing as a member of the TSHL, 
members must not advocate a political 
party or otherwise participate in partisan 
politics. 

X. DRESS CODE 
The appearance and dress of the Texas 
Silver-Haired Legislators, while in the 
Capitol Complex, must reflect the highest 
order of decorum expected of mature, 
professional men and women. Therefore, 
the dress code for members of the Tenth 
Texas Silver-Haired Legislature during 
committee hearings in the Capitol 
Extension and during general assembly in 
the House Chambers will include coat 
and tie for men and conventional, 
professional apparel for women.   

XI.  PROTOCOL 
During general sessions, the presiding 
officer shall be addressed as Madam 
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Speaker or Mister Speaker. During 
committee meetings, the presiding officer 
shall be addressed as Madam Chairman 
or Mister Chairman.  

XII. HOUSE CHAMBER GUIDELINES 
Members shall observe the following 
guidelines for the House Chamber and 
committee rooms: 
• Food and/or drink are not allowed in 

the House Chamber or a committee 
room 

• Rowdy or disorderly conduct, incivility, 
profanity, and other conduct that does 
not meet acceptable standards of 
decorous behavior are not permitted.  

• No sign, placard, banner, or other 
unauthorized articles may be brought 
into the House Chamber or a 
committee room. 

• The desk telephones in the House 
Chamber may not be used. 

• Objects on, or contents of, desks in 
the House Chamber may not be 
disturbed. 

• State property in the House Chamber 
or a committee room may not be 
moved or removed. 

• At the end of a session, desks must 
be cleared of personal belongings and 
chairs aligned with the desks. 

• TSHL guests are requested to comply 
with these guidelines as applicable 

XIII.  AMENDMENTS TO THESE RULES 
After these rules are adopted by the 
membership, proposed amendments 
must be submitted in writing to the 
Speaker in advance of any discussion on 
the floor, and requires a two-thirds (2/3) 
vote of the membership for adoption. 

XIV.  TIMELY RESOLUTION OF 
DISPUTES 

Attempts to resolve disputes arising 
during the formal conduct of this TSHL 
Legislative Session shall be in accord 
with these Rules, TSHL Bylaws and 
Policies and Procedures, Roberts Rules 
o f O r d e r , a n d r u l i n g s b y t h e 
Parliamentarian.  However, any dispute 
which cannot be timely and reasonably 
resolved thereby without seriously 
jeopardizing the ability of the TSHL to 
t i m e l y c o m p l e t e i t s L e g i s l a t i v e 
responsibilities may be finally resolved by 
ruling of the Speaker, with the concurring 
vote of four-fifths (4/5) of the TSHL 
membership.  After allowing debate in 
accordance with Rule 4c above, the 
Speaker may properly decline any further 
challenge and present this question to the 
body for its vote. 

            Attachment B 

11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature 
Legislative Session 

House Chambers, State Capitol 
Austin, Texas 

September 11 - 15, 2006 
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Monday, September 11, 2006 
9:00 AM  OPENING SESSION 

• Call To Order by Speaker Charlotte 
Parks 

• Posting of the Colors - Color Guard, 
Camp Mabry 

• Invocation - Ivan Arceneaux, 
Houston-Galveston, to 
introduce New Chaplin Claude 
Williamson, Member-At-Large  

• Pledge of Allegiance – Anne Z. 
Mazone, Brazos Valley 

• Administer oath to those not 
sworn in at Orientation – Speaker 
Charlotte Parks 

• Roll Call - Establish Quorum - 
Secretary Carlos Higgins  

• Recognize Visitors 
• Appointments: 

Sergeant-At-Arms Elmer Ingle 
and Alternate - Harold Wright 
Parliamentarian - Lu Russell 
Time Keeper - Jesse R. Boone 

• Consent Calendar 
• Adopt Rules of Procedure 
• Adopt Agenda for TSHL 
• Consent Resolutions  
• Announcements:  

 Operations - Ralph O’Dell  
 
LAC 
10:30 AM  Legislative Issues Committees meet 

to consider resolutions  
Criminal Justice – E1.018  
Education – E2.012 
Health and Human Resources – E2.026 
Human Services – E1.010 
Insurance – E2.020 
Retirement & Aging – E2..010  
State Affairs – E2.018 
Utilities & Natural Resources – E2.016  
General – E2.014 

12:00 Noon - Lunch (In Capitol 
1:30 PM-4:00 PM. LICs continue meetings 
4:30 PM -TSHL Officers meet – Room  
E1.1014 Capitol 
5:00 PM - Operations Committee meets - Room 
 E2.1002 
7:30 PM - Legislative Action Committee meets 

Room E2.1002 (same as 
Operations Committee) 

• Consider resolutions 
• Set calendar for Tuesday  

Tuesday, September 12, 2006 
9:00 AM – GENERAL SESSION 

• Call to Order – Speaker Charlotte Parks 
• Invocation – Chaplin Claude Williamson 
• Pledge of Allegiance – Burt Greenfield, 

Harris County 
• Roll Call – Establish Quorum – 

Secretary Carlos Higgins 
• Recognize Visitors 
• Adopt Consent Calendar 
• Resolution Agenda 
• Announcements 

12:00 noon – Recess for Lunch ( in Capitol) 
1:15 PM – Legislative Issues Committees meet 
to consider resolutions (same rooms as 
Monday) 
7:30 PM – Legislative Action Committee meets 
–  E2.1002 

• Consider resolutions from LIC’s  
• Set calendar for Wednesday 

7:30 PM – Operations Committee meets 
E2.1002 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 
9:00 AM – GENERAL SESSION 

• Call to Order – Speaker, Charlotte Parks 
• Invocation – Chaplin Claude Williamson 
• Pledge of Allegiance – Raul Navarro, 

Harris County 
• Roll Call – Establish Quorum - Carlos 

Higgins 
• Recognize Visitors 
• Adopt Consent Calendar 

9:30 AM 
• Resolution Agenda 
• Announcements 

11:00 AM – Recess for Committee meetings 
11:15 AM – Legislative Issues Committees Meet 

to consider resolutions (same rooms) 
12:00 noon – Lunch (In Capitol) 
1:15 PM – Legislative Issues Committees meet 

(same rooms) 
2:00 PM – 3:00 PM Return to Chambers for 

Governor Rick Perry for about 20 minutes. 
4:45 PM – Recess 
7:30 PM-9:00 PM– Legislative Action 

Committee meets  E2-1002 
7:30 PM-9:00 PM Operations Committee meets  
 E2-1002 

Thursday, September 14, 2006 
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9:00 AM – GENERAL SESSION 
• Call to Order – Speaker Charlotte Parks 
• Invocation – Chaplin Claude Williamson 
• Pledge of Allegiance – Willie Belle 

Boone, Harris County 
• Roll Call – Establish Quorum – 

Secretary Carlos Higgins 
• Recognize Visitors 
• Adoption of Consent Calendar 
• Resolution Agenda 
• Announcements 

12:00 noon – Recess for Lunch (In Capitol) 
1:15 PM – GENERAL SESSION 

• Call to Order – Speaker Charlotte Parks 
• Roll Call – Establish Quorum  Secretary 

Carlos Higgins 
• Prioritize Legislative Issues Resolutions 
• Announcements 
• Recess 

3:15 PM – Administration Committees Meet (In 
Capitol) 

Finance – E2.022 
Operations - E2.1002 
Communications - E2.024 
Elections & Credentials - E1.014 
4:00 PM – Ad Hoc Committees Meet (Some on 

2 committees; you will have to choose.) 
Strategic Planning – E2.024 
Training – E1.1014 
Technology – E2.022 
Emeritus – E2.016 
4:45 PM – Executive Committee Meets - Room 

E1.1014 
6:00 PM – Administrative Committees on call 
7:30 PM – 9:00 PM Legislative Action 

Committee meets - E2.1002 
7:30 PM – 9:00 PM Operations Committee 

meets E2.1002 

Friday, September 15, 2006 
9:00 AM – CLOSING SESSION 

• Call to Order – Speaker Charlotte Parks 
• Invocation – Chaplin Claude Williamson 
• Pledge of Allegiance – Member-At-

Large John Giovannini,  
• Roll Call – Establish Quorum – 

Secretary Carlos Higgins 
• Adopt Consent Calendar 
• Result of Prioritized Resolutions – 

Carlos Higgins 
• Reports 
 Executive Committee – Charlotte Parks 
 Fund Raising – Betty Streckfuss 
 Directory & Historian - Elsie Whiteside 

• Reports of Special Committees 
 Training – Dr. John Holcolm 
 Technology – Oscar Garcia 
 Emeritus – Brigitte Rogers 
 Strategic – Al Campbell 

10:30 AM – Break 
10:45 AM – Reports  

• Administrative Committees 
 Finance – David Baltimore 
 Elections & Credentials – Walter  
Graham 
 Communications – Dolores Tousignant 
 Operations – Ralph O’Dell 
 Legislative Action – Carlos Higgins 

• Adopt TSHL Biennial Budget 2006-2008 
-  

 David Baltimore & Al Campbell 
• Announcements 
• TSHL Challenge – Speaker Charlotte 

Parks 
• Benediction – Claude Williamson 
• Retiring of the Colors – Color Guard 

Camp Mabry 
• Motion to Adjourn 

12:00 Noon –Adjourn – Sine Die 
12:15 PM – Officers or Executive Committee on 
call 

 20
11th TSHL Legislative Session Minutes, September, 2006    Carlos Higgins, Secretary



           Attachment C 

11th TSHL SUMMARIES of CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 

CR# RESOLVE STATEMENT

CR1
Election of 11th TSHL Officers. That the officers of the Eleventh Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature shall be as follows:  Speaker, Charlotte Parks; Speaker Pro Tem, Oscar 
Garcia; Deputy Speaker Pro Tem, Betty Lee Streckfuss; Secretary, Carlos Higgins; 
Comptroller, Albert B. Campbell.

CR2
Election of the 11th TSHL Executive Committee. That the Executive Committee of the 
11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature be composed of representatives as shown on 
Attachment A.

CR3
79th Texas Legislature. That the Eleventh Texas Silver-Haired Legislature expresses its 
appreciation and thanks to the 79th Texas Legislature for its confidence in and support of 
recommendations made by the Texas Silver-Haired Legislature.

CR4
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas. That the Eleventh Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature express great appreciation to the Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas 
for his words of encouragement, and especially for the high priority he gives to Texas 
senior citizens.

CR5
Tribute to 10th TSHL Officers. That all members of the 11th Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature express our appreciation and gratitude to the officers of the 10th Texas Silver-
Haired Legislature for their commitment and dedication in providing the able leadership 
during their terms of office as key advocates for older Texans: Speaker, Chris Kyker; 
Speaker Pro Tem, Carlos Higgins; Deputy Speaker Pro Tem, Charlotte Parks; Secretary, 
Albert B. Campbell, Comptroller, Barbara Effenberger. 

CR6
Organization of the 11th TSHL Committees. That the 11th Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature establish the following Legislative Issues Committees and Administrative 
Committees composed of the legislators as shown on Attachments B and C.

CR7
Appreciation to Health Care Service Corporation, Blue Cross Blue Shield. That the 
11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature acknowledge with gratitude and appreciation the 
generous support of the Health Care Service Association known as Blue Cross Blue 
Shield.

CR8
Appreciation to the Texas Silver-Haired Legislature Foundation. That all members 
of the 11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature gratefully express their thanks and 
appreciation to and highly commend the members of the Texas Silver-Haired Foundation 
for their continuing and outstanding efforts, dedication and interest since 1986.

CR9
Senior Day at the Capitol. That the Legislature of the State of Texas proclaims 
February , 13, 2007, as Senior Day in Texas and urge that the contributions and 
accomplishments of senior Texans be celebrated and commemorated with appropriate 
ceremonies by the people of Texas at the State Capitol.

CR10
Appreciation to Rod Welsh, House Sergeant At Arms. That the 11th Texas Silver-
Haired Legislature expresses its deep and respectful gratitude to Rod Welsh, House 
Sergeant At Arms, and to his staff, for the help and cooperation given so readily and 
efficiently to the Texas Silver-Haired Legislature leading up to and during the TSHL’s use 
of the House Chamber for the conduct of its Orientation and Legislative sessions in 
2006.
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CR11
Appreciation to Texas State Representative Elliott Naishtat. That the Eleventh Texas 
Silver-Haired Legislature expresses its strong and enduring appreciation to the 
Honorable Elliott Naishtat for his efforts on behalf of senior citizens and for his strong 
support of the Texas Silver-Haired Legislature in its efforts and operations as advocates 
for Senior Citizens.

CR12
Appreciation to The Honorable Roger Williams, Texas Secretary of State. That all 
the members of the 11th Texas Silver-haired Legislature express our deepest 
appreciation and gratitude to Secretary of State Roger Williams for his presentation of 
the Commissions and his encouragement to the 11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature.

CR13
Appreciation to The Honorable Tom Craddick, Speaker Of The Texas House of 
Representatives. That the 11th Texas Silver-haired Legislature expresses its deepest 
appreciation and gratitude to Speaker Tom Craddick for his encouragement and his 
cooperation, including the sharing of the House Chambers with the Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature for its 1111h Legislative Session, September 10 – 14, 2006.

CR14
Appreciation to the Texas Association of Area Agencies on Aging. That the 11th 
Texas Silver-Haired Legislature expresses its deep and respectful gratitude to the Texas 
Association of Area Agencies on Aging for their support of TSHL elections and for their 
continuing support of the TSHL advocacy role.

CR15
Susan Merrick and the AT&T Corporation. That the 11th Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature acknowledge with gratitude and appreciation the generous support of Susan 
Merrick and the AT&T Corporation.

CR16
Austin Police Department. That all members of the 11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature 
express our great appreciation and high respect for the Austin Police Department for the 
excellent services rendered by those fine officers.

CR17
Capitol Metro Transit. That all members of the 11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature 
express appreciation and gratitude to Star Tran, Inc./Capitol Metro and especially to 
Dottie Lancaster for her courtesies, and for the timely and dependable transportation 
assistance.

CR18
Ms. Lu Russell, Parliamentarian. That all members of the 11th Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature express their sincere appreciation and gratitude to Lu Russell, 
Parliamentarian.

CR19
Ms. Barrett Markland, DADS Liaison to Texas Silver-Haired Legislature. That the 
11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature expresses our gratitude and appreciation to Ms. 
Barrett Markland for her generous commitment of time, skills and loyalty to the Texas 
Silver-Haired Legislature. 

CR20
Commissioner Adelaide Horn. That all members of the 11th Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature express our deepest appreciation and gratitude to Commissioner Adelaide 
(Addie) Horn for her vision, her leadership and her encouragement of the Texas Silver-
Haired Legislature and our mission.

CR21
Executive Commissioner Albert Hawkins. That all members of the 11th Texas Silver-
Haired Legislature express our deepest appreciation and gratitude to Executive 
Commissioner Albert Hawkins for his public service to the Nation and the State of Texas 
and for representing 3 million older Texans at the White House Conference on Aging.
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CR22
Commissioner Jim Hine. That all members of the 11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature 
express our deepest appreciation and gratitude to Jim Hine for preserving the functions 
and mission of the State Unit on Aging as created by the legacy Texas Department on 
Aging and his continued service to older Texans in his retirement as a volunteer with the 
TSHL Foundation.

CR23
Texas Delegation to the 2005 White House Conference on Aging and Support of 
Texas Area Agencies on Aging and Department of Aging and Disability Services. 
That all members of the 11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature express our deepest 
appreciation and gratitude to the Texas delegation to the 2005 White House Conference 
on Aging and the leadership they provided at Washington, D.C. and the follow-up forums 
during May 2006, Older Americans Month; and to Texas Area Agencies on Aging and 
Department of Aging and Disability services for their strong support and assistance 
provided to the Texas delegation.

CR24
The Honorable Peggy Hamric, Chairwoman, Committee on House Administration, 
The Texas House of Representatives. That all members of the 11th Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature express our deepest appreciation and gratitude to the Honorable Peggy 
Hamric and the Committee on House Administration for most valuable assistance during 
the 11th Legislative Session, Texas Silver-Haired Legislature meeting in House 
Chambers of the Texas Capitol, September 11-15, 2006.

CR25
Mr. Elmer S. Ingle, Sergeant-At-Arms. That all members of the 11th Texas Silver-
Haired Legislature express our deepest appreciation for Mr. Elmer S. Ingle’s dedication 
to the Texas Silver-Haired Legislature.

CR26
Mary Sapp, Executive Director of Texas Department on Aging. That all members of 
the 11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature express their gratitude for the devotion and 
relevant information that Mary Sapp has provided to strengthen the Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature.

CR27
The Honorable Senator Kevin Eltife. That the 11th Texas Silver-Haired Legislature 
expresses our gratitude and appreciation to the Honorable Senator Kevin Eltife and his 
gracious staff for this special courtesy to the Texas Silver-Haired Legislature.

CR28
Appreciation to The Honor Guard of the Travis County Sheriff’s Office. That all 
members of the Texas Silver Haired Legislature wholeheartedly thank the Travis County 
Sheriff’s Honor Guard for their professionalism, patriotism and support.
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           Attachment D 

 

           Texas Silver-Haired Legislature 
11th TSHL Executive Committee Meeting Minutes  
   Meeting # 2    Thursday, September 14, 2006 
        State Capitol, Austin, TX  Room E1.1014 

A. Call to Order  Speaker Charlotte Parks called the meeting  to order at 4:45 PM 
B. Invocation  Chaplain Claude Williamson offered a thoughtful invocation. 
C. Pledge of Allegiance  The Pledges to our  Flags were led by member  Betty Kildahl 
D. Roll call Secretary Carlos Higgins called the roll and reported that a Quorum was 
present. 

A listing of committee members is attached.  All were present except for Estella 
Trevino, Don Avery, Manny Najera and Jack Sanderson.  There is no representation for 
Middle Rio Grande, North Texas and South Texas.)  

E. Guests  Speaker Parks.Introduced the guests. 
Visitors included Susan Merrick and Jim Hine, representing the TSHL Foundation. 

F. Announcements.  Speaker Parks made relevant announcements, including these: 
• Sympathy was expressed to Jean Clark, Panhandle, for the loss of her 

Mother.  
• Letter from Jerry Casstevens was noted; he was unable to attend the 

Swearing In Ceremony due to health problems. 
• A reminder was given to mark calendars for Senior Day at the Capitol – 

February 13, 2007 
G. Previous Minutes.  The Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held on July 

14, 2006 were approved. 
H. Budget.  The Agenda was amended to add a report and discussion on the TSHL 

Budget.  Chairman David Baltimore stated that the Fiscal Year should run from 
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January to December, and that budgeting and auditing should be coordinated with 
the TSHL Foundation; that the budget was subject to review by the Executive 
Committee; and he requested a bylaws amendment to reflect the new budget dates.  
Comptroller Al Campbell recommended that the TSHL follow a 3-year projected 
budget.  The Budget report was adopted.   An additional note was made about the 
TSHL Orientation Session cost:  It was estimated to be $33,000, less approximately 
$6,000 recovered from members for room charges. 

I. TSHL Foundation. The Agenda was amended to also add a report and discussion 
of finances by Jim Hine and Susan Merrick, representing the TSHL Foundation. 
Jim Hine, TSHLF Treasurer, noted there had apparently been some confusion over 
the flow of money, and the Foundation was in the process of reconciling past 
accounts so they could “start with a clean slate.”  He reported the Foundation Board 
had voted on  
• The software to be used,  
• A common budget year 
• Setting up procedures for tracking and reporting 
• Plans to create guidelines for their operations. 
He reported that at the end of August, the TSHLF balance was $219,518.42, with 
$219,518.42 in investment accounts, and the investment ratio was 60/40, with 60% 
in stock, 40% in bonds. Mr. Hine ended by saying he” feels good about where we 
are.” 
Susan Merrick, Vice President of the TSHLF began her remarks by saying “We’ve 
come a long way,” and that Jim Hine is a CPA and is making sure the Foundation is 
set up so it is more readily auditable; and that only one person is not handling the 
money.  She then named the members of the Foundation Board and their positions, 
which included Sharon Smith, President and Lynn Shank, Secretary.  TSHL 
members who are also TSHLF members are Al Campbell, Betty Streckfuss and 
Chris Kyker. 
Vice Pres. Merrick praised the Board as being a well-rounded board, poised to help 
find donors.  She expressed a commitment that no fund raising efforts would 
compromise the non-partisan, non-profit and high ethical standards of the TSHL.  
She briefly discussed the efforts and goals of the Banquet Committee, the Grant 
Committee and the Directory Committee, and stated that they were looking for 
corporate sponsorship for such TSHL needs as travel reimbursement, copy 
machines, and other needs.   
A member posed a question about who could be on the Foundation Board.  In 
response, it was noted that a later agenda item would deal with that issue. 
Member Dick Landry asked about the diversity of investments.  Jim Hine assured 
him that TSHLF funds were reasonably diversified. 

J. Hold Harmless Statement and Amendment to Bylaws.  Speaker Parks noted 
that she had sent out the “Hold Harmless Statement” August 12, 2006 to Officers of 
11th TSHL, and that it was to be signed by all members after being ratified by the 
Executive Committee.  She also stated that the amendment to the by-laws (to shield 
the AAAs from lawsuits) was to be voted on during the General Session next year.   
A lengthy and spirited discussion followed, with comments questioning the necessity 
for the Hold Harmless Statement and the bylaws amendment, and about when an 
election should be held, and whether it should be at the general session or held 
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earlier, by mail or email.   
Various motions were made and discussed, with some points requiring rulings by 
Parliamentarian Lu Russell.  The final Motion, offered by Member Maurice Osborn, 
was as follows: 

I Move that the Executive Committee approve both the Hold Harmless 
Statement and the Amendment to the Bylaws concerning lawsuits against 
AAA Offices, that we recommend to the membership that both be adopted 
and incorporated as requirements in the TSHL Bylaws, and that both be 
submitted as soon as practical to the membership for their votes by email 
and/or regular mail. 

That Motion was adopted. 

Note 1.  During a prolonged and contentious exchange between Honorable Brigitte 
Rogers and Honorable Oscar Garcia of the Executive Committee concerning matters of 
the Web Page functions, Mrs. Gail Johnson, TSHL Member, interjected to exclaim that that 
dispute could best be handled separately and privately, rather than taking up Committee 
time with it.  Ms. Johnson promptly asked for the floor and was acknowledged by Speaker 
Parks at which time Ms. Johnson apologized to all concerned for interrupting the meeting 
and making the remark.  Speaker Parks promptly accepted Ms. Johnson's apology. 
Note 2. At one point in the discussion, Committee Member Brigitte Rogers asserted that 
the only reason the T4A and Walter Diggles sent the letter to the TSHL (concerning the 
lawsuit and changes in the relationship between the two organizations) was to mollify an 
officer of the TSHL.  (Ms. Rogers said "I talked with Mr. Diggles on the phone about this 
letter, and he said, and I quote, that 'the only reason I sent that letter was to shut Chris 
Kyker up'.") 
Note 3. Parliamentarian Lu Russell was excused because she had another commitment.  
Committee Member Glen Peterson was asked by Speaker Parks to act as Parliamentarian 
for the remainder of the meeting.  The Committee approved that appointment. 
K. Executive Committee meetings. Speaker Parks proposed that Executive 

Committee meetings would be held every 3 months:  December, March, June, and 
September.  She proposed the next meeting be set for December 1, 2006.  The 
Committee approved those dates. 

L. Schedule of Events: Speaker Parks offered for discussion and adoption the 
following Schedule of events.  The schedule was adopted. 

Texas Silver-Haired Legislature Schedule of Events: 2006 – 2008 
(Locations for meetings are to be announced) 

Executive Committee Meeting 12-01-06

Senior Day At The Capitol 02-13-07

Executive Committee Meeting 03-12-07

Proposed Amendments: Send to Secretary, 
postmarked no later than 06-09-07

Executive Committee Meeting 06-08-07

General Session 9-10-07 thru 09-14-07
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M. Directory – David Baltimore, Betty Streckfuss, and Liz Whiteside discussed the 
status of the Directory and sales of ads to date.  David and Betty offered high praise 
for Liz Whiteside for quickly responding to a call for help in directing efforts to sell 
ads and get the Directory ready to print. 

N. Silver Bullet – Ivan Arceneaux, Editor of the TSHL Newsletter, the Silver Bullet, 
discussed plans for publishing TSHL news and distributing the newsletter. 

O. Resolutions Book.  Speaker Parks proposed a goal of printing the TSHL 
Legislative Report (Resolutions Book) by the December Executive Committee 
meeting and releasing the resolutions for publication on the WEB site after all books 
are distributed. 

P. Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Texas Silver-Haired 
Legislature and The Texas Silver-Haired Legislature Foundation   The question 
was raised as to whether appointments of TSHL members to the Foundation Board 
were in accord with that MOU.  After considerable discussion and spirited debate, 
the Committee concluded that the Foundation is not constrained by the MOU when 
it chooses to independently appoint a TSHL member to its Board (in this instance, 
former Speaker Chris Kyker). 

Q. Appointment of At-Large Member.  Speaker Parks recommended that Dorothy 
Rose. be appointed as a Member-At-Large.  Dorothy Rose previously served as a 
most Honorable member of the TSHL Her appointment was approved with 
enthusiasm, and she was welcomed back into the organization.   

R. The meeting was adjourned. 

By Carlos Higgins, Secretary, TSHL 

11th TSHL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Meeting #2  September 14, 2006 

Executive Committee Meeting 09-10-07

Executive Committee Meeting 12-07-07

Orientation Session, 2008 07-07-08 thru 07-11-08

Attendance / Remarks

Ivan Arceneaux Houston-Galveston S i l v e r 
Bulletin

Don Avery South Plains No

David Baltimore Tarrant County Finance 

Carmen Berrier Central TX

Al Campbell Brazos Comptroller

A d a l a i d e 
Cash

Balaban South East TX Human Ser
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          Attachment E 

Priority of Resolutions, as Ranked by the Membership 

Chester Cunningha
m

Panhandle

Harvey Fredriksson Heart of Texas 

Oscar Garcia Tarrant County Speaker PT

Walter Graham West Central TX Elec & C

Carlos Higgins Capitol Secretary

Pete Hinojosa Harris County Insurance

Betty Kildahl Ark-Tex

Dick Landry At Large U & NR

Homer Lear Bexar

Manny Najera Río Grande No

Ralph O’Dell At Large Operations

Art Olson Texoma Criminal J

Maurice Osborn North Central TX General

Elinor Pape Coastal Bend

Charlotte Parks East Texas Speaker

Glen Peterson Alamo State Affairs

Pat Porter Permian Basin

Glen Provost At Large HHR

Brigitte Rogers Concho Valley R & Aging

Jack Sanderson Deep East TX No

Bobby Southwood Dallas County Education

Betty Streckfuss Harris County Dep SPT

Dolores Tousignant Golden Crescent Comm

Estella Trevino Lower Río Grande No

Elsie Whiteside Directory
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Rank R# Brief Description Pts.

1 1 Include Senior Citizens in the Property Tax Reductions 479 

2 13 Cap Annual Property Valuation Increases at 5% 528
3 59 State-Supported Stem Cell Research Program 588
4 44 Regulate the business activities of P B Managers 629
5 37 Oppose School Vouchers or similar program 631
6 66 Geriatric Medicine and Issues of Aging 644

7 39 State health insurance benefits to all retired and active school 
employees      660

8 22 Support for Annuity Increase for Texas Ed Retirees 665
9 55 background checks and registry for Health Care Prof 666
10 4 State to Adopt "Silver Alert" 669
11 7 Reform of Restricting 679

12 33 progressive Income Tax System in Texas 687
13 20 Greater Funding for Nursing Homes and LTC 688
14 43 Reform Homeowners Insurance 689
15 64 Protect state parks 690
16 29 People vote for the establishment of Casinos 691
17 47 Re-regulate and restrict the Utility Companies to15% 693
18 60 Expand the "Money Follows the Person" Policy 695
19 36 Ensure Future Fresh Water Availability 699
20 54 Implement Medicaid payments for dental services 699
21 34 AAAs Identified as Access to all Long Term Care 702
22 58 utility safety net fund (SBF) as originally intended 703
23 56 •Telemedicine/Telehealth Expansion 707
24 12 Restrict The Change Of Road Use 710
25 32 Mandatory On-the-Record Votes for Texas Lawmakers 710
26 48 Reconsider the Texas Advanced Directives 711
27 38 Dementia Training, monitoring, and cert for hc workers 712
28 27 Bar Personal Care Attendants With Criminal Records 714
29 31 Grandparents as Caregivers Program with funding 715
30 41 busses for seniors have seat belt 716
31 16 "Transfer Upon Death" Deeds 717
32 23 Continuing Education for Physicians, PA s etc in Geriatrics 718
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Rank R# Brief Description Pts.
33 19 electric generating plants restrict pollutants emission 721

34 57 payments for Medicaid qualified persons assisted living facilities        721
35 9  Fund and require TxDOT to Increase Rural Transportation 722
36 53 Require a minimum Training for Home Care Attendants 725
37 24 wrist or ankle bracelets 727
38 42 Require insurance report canceled or expired auto insurance        728
39 46. Restrict the Transportation of Water 731
40 52 "No Elder Left Behind" initiative for transportation needs 732
41 14 Encourage more diverse power sources 733
42 51 Protection of Long Term Residents' Lakeside Property 734
43 26 Dedicated funding stream guardianship programs. 735
44 50 study of multi-use Community Centers as (T-POPs) 736
45 30 Privately Owned Pay Phone Costs 737
46 63 Texas State Family Caregiver Support Program 738
47 11 Mandate the availability of Kinship Program Services 742
48 40 Guardianship Certification Board to get Criminal History 743
49 61 Require review of disaster plans by AAAs and DADS 743
50 6 Sexual Predators who are residents. 746

51 62 Require senior membership on transportation  advisory 
committees 747

52 3 Study State Laws Governing End of Life Decisions 748 
53 28 state-county-private partnerships to provide meals 749
54 10 'Enhance state and local emergency planning 2-1-1- 752
55 18 Expand the Money Management Program 754
56 15 allow state court judicial review 755
57 49 Increase funding for Senior Corps Programs 755
58 68f the history of the home equity loans in Texas 763
59 2 'Education, including Pre-K, 767
60 21 Include Attorney And Corporate Fiduciary In Definition 767
61 5 health and welfare of inmates and parolees over 60 770
62 17 reimbursement for Guardianship Certification Board 770
63 25 access to basic local telephone service 770
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                                                         MEMO                                                                          

September 11, 2006 

TO; MEMBERS OF THE TEXAS SILVER-HAIRED LEGISLATURE AND TEXAS 

SILVER-HAIRED LEGISLATURE FOUNDATION 

FROM: Albert B. Campbell, Comptroller, Texas Silver-Haired Legislature 

SUBJECT:    Suggestions for short and long-term changes in our financial procedures, 

legal structure and organizational policies. 

The Strategic Plan of the TSHL and the TSHLF will expire at the end of this year. 

Included in the current plan is the establishment of TSHL office and appropriate staffing 

which includes a chief executive. This goal has been in the dreams of our organization for 

most of it's 20 years. A quick analysis of our current legal and financial structure suggests 

that our long-term dream would not be possible given the complexity and Legal limitations 

imposed by our current operating and financial policies and procedures. 

Therefore, as we go into a plan taking us to 2010 it seems appropriate that we consider 

where we want to be and what steps need to be taken. The first step in changing our 

financial situation is conceptual.   Members of the TSHL do not clearly understand the role 

of the TSHL Foundation and it's relationship to the TSHL. New members, merely shake 

their heads in disbelief when explanations are given.   We are lacking is a clear/simple 

model and when that model is clear, the steps for financial reform fall into place. The 

combining of two different systems with several fiscal agents makes reporting and fiscal 

responsibility nearly impossible.   Barbara Effenberger, the former TRTA Comptroller 

summarizes it as follows: 

We were never able to get in sync with the Foundation and were never able to get 
straight answers. The Foundation reports are based on a fiscal year calendar but not 

64 35 Mandate pre-counseling re home equity lending and reverse 
mortgages     770
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the TSHL. So we made approximate reports. There is a TSHL budget, but the funds are 
co-mingled making budget control and reporting very difficult. 

Therefore, I suggest the following model for our financial relationship between the TSHL 

and the TSHLF. Think of the Foundation as an investment banker, the banker safely looks 

after our funds, invests them appropriately and hopefully with considerable return. When 

we need funds we draw on the balance in our bank. It is the role of the banker to invest our 

funds for maximum return and in the case of a Foundation banker, helps to raise funds as 

well. 

However, enter the IRS (501C3) and some interesting limitations that complicate our 

life—given that we occasionally advocate for seniors and have a "legislative" title. 

Therefore, looking into the future we need to consider a separate legal entity for the TSHL 

which will preserve the status of the Foundation, but allow independence and the ability to 

establish an office, hire staff, and conduct additional legislative activity by the TSHL. 

With such lofty goals in mind, we need to start by cleaning up our financial relationships 

and procedures and take steps to eliminate unnecessary duplication of efforts which have 

resulted in some unfortunate financial difficulties. 

The following procedures are suggested:   (for immediate application - long-term 

procedures will be changed when a different legal status is obtained)* 

1.  The TSHL will follow a budget based upon data collected from actual expense and 
income statements over several years (see attached budget). In addition, it will 
establish a new fiscal year beginning on January 1. The first budget period will be 
for 4 months beginning September 1, 2006. Budgets will be on an annual basis with 
carryover funds balancing the budget in orientation/legislative years. This will also 
help with budgeting should the orientation session be changed to odd numbered 
years. 

2.   The TSHL administration will be responsible all fiscal activities within the 
established budget, (including negotiations, contracting, pre-payments) 

3.    Voucher form 305 will be used for all TSHL expenditures. 

4.   All TSHL income items will be submitted and recorded on uniform receipts by the 
TSHL Comptroller (note income items not included in the TSHL budget or 
designated for Foundation Corpus growth such as Foundation fund-raising will go 
directly to the Foundation fiscal agent). 

5.   Certified voucher and income forms and money will be forwarded to the TSHL 
Foundation for payment and accounting, (note: ideally the TSHL would process all 
income and payments through it's own bank account) 
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6.   The TSHL bank account, as required in the bylaws, will be maintained at a constant 
Level to allow for immediate payments including pre-payments for Capitol space 
rental etc.   The fund will be re-established by submitting a 305 voucher. 

7.   Fiscal and budgetary responsibility will be maintained by quarterly reporting to the 
TSHL Executive Committee and by annual auditing, the TSHL Comptroller.  TSHL 
Foundation Treasurer and Foundation fiscal agent will be responsible for their 
independent portion of the reports. 

*At such time that the TSHL establishes an independent legal and financial status 
so that the Foundation will be relieved of all TSHL fiscal duties and will be able to 
concentrate fully on investments and fund-raising to accelerate the growth of the 
corpus. 

SUGGESTED TSHL BUDGET   (2006 (4 months), 2007, 2008) 

INCOME 2006 2007 2008

Carryover funds 
Designated Grants 
Directory, Advertising/business 
TSHL Foundation * 
TSHL Fund-raising 
Gifts 
          TOTALS 

   1,500.00 
 12,000.00 
 30,000.00 
   6,000.00 
   1,000.00 
      200.00 
 50.700.00

   5,950.00 
   5,000.00 
   2,000.00 
 10,000.00 
   5,000.00 
      500.00 
 28,450.00 

 17,650.00 
   5,000.00 
 32,000.00 
 11,000.00 
   5,000.00 
      500.00 
 71,150.00 

EXPENDITURES

 33
11th TSHL Legislative Session Minutes, September, 2006    Carlos Higgins, Secretary



* Suggest budgetary support from Foundation funds be pegged at 4% of the corpus based 
upon the previous year's fund balance as per adopted motion by the Foundation Board on 
January 16,2004. See TSHL Foundation Bylaws, Article III, Section 1: "To Provide financial 
assistance for the continued operation of the Silver-Haired Legislature." 

           Attachment G 

Executive Committee 
Officers 
Directory Expense 

Promotion 
Printing 
Distribution 

Operations 
Copy 
Machine rental 
Supplies 

Grant expense 
Facility Rental 
Silver Bulletin 
Resolutions Book (including 
distribution) 
Orientation 
WEB site 
Committees 
Other 
TOTAL EXPENSES 
“Carry over” funds 

     100.00 
    250.00 

     500.00 
22,000.00 
     500.00 

      100.00 
      800.00 
      500.00 
 12,000.00 

      500.00 
   6,000.00 

      500.00 
      200.00 
      800.00 
$44.750.00 
$  5,950.00 

500.00 
200.00 

500.00 

100.00 

100.00 
500.00 
300.00 
5,000.00 
300.00 
1 ,000.00 

1,500.00 
500.00 
300.00 
$ 10.800.00 
$17,650.00 

    500.00 
    500.00 

  1,000.00 
22,000.00 
     500.00 

     100.00 
     800.00 
      500.00 
  5,000.00 
      800.00 
   1,000.00 
  6,000.00 
 30,000.00 
  1 ,500.00 
       500.00 
       300.00 
$71 .000.00 
$      150.00 

TSHL BIENNIAL BUDGET: SEPT. 1, 2006 - AUG. 31, 2008 
Adopted 
Budget Actual

Proposed 
Budget Comments

FY 05-06 Fy05-06 FY07-08 
PROJECTED INCOME: 
1 . Carryover Designated $     5,000.00 $    $    5,000.00
2. Designated grants $    $  $   15,000.00
3. Sale of Directories and ads $   26,000.00 $ $   30,000.00
4. Program fees $    $  $   35,000.00
5. Websitefees $      $ $      
6. TSHL Foundation $    $    $   20,000.00
7. Fund Raising Activities $   40,000.00 $  $   40,000.00
8. Memorials, gifts, donations $    $    $   12,500.00
TOTAL PROJECTED $    $  $  
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PROJECTED TOTAL 
Administration General 
9. Executive Committee $     2,000.00 $       $     2,000.00
10. Speaker $     2,000.00 $     2,000.00
11. Speaker Pro Tern $     1,000.00 $     1,000.00
12. Deputy Speaker Pro Tem $     1,500.00 $     1,500.00
13. Secretary $      $     1,500.00
14 Comptroller $      $     1,500.00
15. Directory Expense $    $    
TOTAL $    $ $    

Administration Committees 
16. Finance $      $      
17. Communications $      $      
18. Elections & Credentials $      $      
19. Operations $   92,009.00 $ $    
20. Legislative Action $      $      
TOTAL $    $ $    
Legislative Issue 
21. Health & Human $      $ $      
22. Retirement & Aging $      $ $      
23. Human Services $      $ $      
24. Criminal Justice $      $ $      
25. Utilities & Natural $      $ $      
26. Education $      $ $      
27. Insurance $      $ $      
28. General $       $ $       
29. State Affairs $      $ $      
TOTAL $     $ $     

Other Expenses-Grants 

30. Website Expense $     $    $     
31. Training & Forums $    $      
TOTAL $      $    $     

$    $ $   
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