Texas Silver-Haired Legislature
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
April 18, 2019
Wyndham Garden Hotel, Executive Learning Center
1:00 PM to 3:30 PM
The meeting was called to order by Speaker Walter C. Graham. Recognition of the demise of former
TSHL member, Aliceanne Wallace, was held. Invocation was led by Pat J. Porter. The pledges
were led by Rose Timmer.
Guests in attendance were Irene Andrews, Judy LeUnes, Barbie Butler-Johnson, Paul Stempko,
Nanct Byler, and Captain Bob Bratcher.
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The roll was called by Secretary Pat J. Porter with a quorum being present.
Speaker Graham then presented the hotel contract for the Training Session to be held October 20-24
here at the Wyndham Garden Hotel with rooms to cost $99.00 with breakfast for two included each
day. The Hospitality suite will be comped by the hotel. Upon motion made by Richard Garnett,
seconded, and voted, the motion was approved and the contract signed and returned to the hotel.
The agenda was adopted.

The minutes from February 11, 2019, were accepted as presented.
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The Financial Reports were given by Rhonda Rogers, Comptroller and accepted. Please see
attachment 1, pages 1 and 2.
A Proposed Amendment relating to the wording of the charge of the Retirement & Aging committee on
Form 203 was heard and approved. Attached
Awards Committee Jane Blay reported little activity in the nominating of TSHL members for awards.
Discussion followed concerning whether these awards are motivating. It was suggested that an
evaluation sheet be prepared and distributed to determine the thoughts of the membership. Speaker
Walter Graham presented his list of nominations:
Outstanding Leadership awards:
Mona Bailey
Rhonda Rogers
Executive Committee Performance Awards:
Linda Parrish
Alan Abraham
Pat J. Porter
Speaker’s Commendation Awards:
Jane Blay
Barbara Aydlett
Sherry Hubbard
Outstanding Freshman Award:

Scott Christensen
Any other nominations received before the deadline will be voted on at the July 14 EC meeting.
Consideration of the comments by Al Campbell presented in February and postponed to April meeting
was delayed until the new administration comes into office in July.
Reports from Administrative Committees:
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Sherry Hubbard, Chair of Communications Committee, said Documents for review are near
completion and will be printed for distribution at Orientation in July. She asked how many copies
should be printed. She has also found a printer that will make business cards for new members
consistent with returning members at a cost of $9.99 for 500 cards. She suggested that our
Brochure be updated on the website, so any member can download and personalize for use. She
reported that Senior Day at the Capitol was well-received and several TSHL members were there to
man our booth. Nancy Byler reported that she was a speaker at a TRTA meeting recently and
promoted TSHL with discussion and distribution of brochures. Sherry testified at a Texas Legislative
committee meeting concerning the personal needs allowance and will use the tabletop display at
Rotary Club and Lions Club meetings In May in Junction and Menard.
Barbara Aydlett, Chair of Elections and Credentials, reported that all the AAA’s have received the 18th
TSHL Election Kits and the Kit has been posted on the TSHL website. Many AAAs are beginning to
report back to her on TSHL membership. Known non-returning members at this time are Alan
Abraham, Polo and Sharon LaCoste, Bill and Mona Bailey, and Ahia Shabaaz.
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The Finance Committee report was given by Wayne Merrill. He complimented the committee chairs
for their response to the request for information on which to build the budget. The Proposed Budget
for 2019-2020 is based on information furnished by the officers and Committee chairs. The Proposed
Budget, approved by the Finance Committee, was approved in February by the Executive Committee.
Ted Hubert, Chair of Operations Committee, explained that the banners shown in February came at a
higher price due to some confusion with the manufacturer. Since he was authorized in February to
purchase 3 additional banners, an invoice for the correct amount of $279.55 has been received and
paid, showing that the first banner charge was $70 and the three following were $55 each plus
shipping. Orientation plans are under way and it is important to let Operations know the planned
attendance. There will be an Operations Committee meeting Sunday morning to prepare packets for
distribution at Registration. He reminded that the Foundation will pay half of the room rate for double
occupancy by TSHL members.
Linda Parrish, Chair of LAC Committee, reiterated that it has been and continues to be a busy year
for TSHL following bills filed by the Texas Legislature, especially those relating to our Resolutions.
She advised that several TSHL members have been testifying in committee hearings on HB 1782 as
well as other bills. Scott Christensen has been very active on several bills relating to TRS issues.
Reports from LIC Committees:
No report from Criminal Justice in the absence of chair Bill Bailey.
Education report was given by Trini Garza. R01, R02 and R03 are some of the Resolutions that

came out of this committee re retirement issues for retired teachers and employees. Scott
Christensen has, along with others, been closely following the several bills that have been filed in the
TX Legislature. HB 3110 by King is a bad bill that relates to termination of the Texas Public School
Employees Group Insurance Program for retirees, but does not seem to have much support.
No report was heard from Health and Human Resources. Telemedicine resolution has a bill, HB
1782 sponsored by Rep. Phillip Cortez, and Ahia Shabaaz has testified. The APRN issue has been
addressed by several separate bills including HB 912 by Howard, HB 278 by Oliverson, HB 192 by
Klick, HB 927 by White, HB 387 by Cortez, and SB 311 by Perry. R34 to Continue funding for Darrell
K Royal Texas Alzheimer’s Initiative Supporting Texas Alzheimer’s Research And Care Consortium is
also being followed.
Human Services chair, Mary Pat Smith, has been testifying at the Capitol on several bills, including
one on medically underserved rural communities.
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Insurance Committee chair, Richard Garnett, reiterated his desire for more members on the
Insurance Committee and will send anyone who wants them his substantial list of topics that could be
addressed in the Insurance Committee. These topics could be used at the Training Session to help
members address issues with which they might not be familiar and will help to possible increase the
number of resolutions written to be considered in our Legislative Session.
Retirement & Aging: no report was given in the absence of chair, Barbara Lampert.
Rural - Urban report was given by Scott Christensen. HB 669 by Rep. Ken King, of Hemphill, TX
addressing rural broadband service, is moving and is heading for the House floor.
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Scott Christensen added in his Training Committee report here. Planning for training at the
Orientation is progressing and a full Training Session is being scheduled for October20-24 at the
Wyndham.
No State Affairs report was given in the absence of Chair Irma Cauley.
Utilities & Natural Resources member, Bob Bratcher, reported that the consumer area provided by
the PUC website, Power to Choose, is being discussed to be dropped. This is a valuable tool for
consumers to use especially in rural areas to help consumers decide which Retail Electric Provider
(REP) is the better deal. It was reported that there is a diminishing number of smaller REPs available
since some of the larger companies have purchased smaller ones. Base price of electricity is going
up. Desal research is needed.
Reports from Special Committees:
Scott Christensen reported on the Training Committee planning for Orientation. Silver-Haired
Tsunami is coming in the next 15 years. Sherry Hubbard, Paul Stempko, Mary Pat Smith and Susan
Merrick will be on a panel. More detailed information will be furnished in late May or early June.
The discussion re the National Silver Haired Congress Fund was led by Pat J. Porter. She read a
communique from Carlos Higgins explaining where the funds came from and including a
recommendation of how the funds should be used. It is suggested that the funds be transferred to the
TSHL Foundation with a stipulation that is to be used to induce TSHL members to actively participate
in the NSHC by reimbursing travel and registration expenses of TSHL members who incur those

expenses participating in NSHC meeting, not to exceed $500 per year and that any money remaining
in the fund after January 1, 2023, be unconditionally transferred to the TSHL or the TSHL Foundation.
Upon motion made, seconded, and voted, the funds will be transferred to the TSHL Foundation to be
used as stipulated.
The Strategic Plan was discussed and a report from the committee that researched the SP was heard
from Speaker Graham. Mike Meier, Frances Morrow, and two more members were chosen to look
over the Plan and made suggestions if any. Speaker Graham went through the SP quickly and
showed some areas that need improvement. It is suggested that the SP be followed by the new
administration coming in in July. Civic clubs are frequently looking for speakers; offer to speak. He
also reminded us that there are several free conference calls that can be used by committees.
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Discussion re the website led by Pat Porter. She reported that the Academy page is still on the
website, but the content is outdated and suggested that this outdated material be deleted on the
website and in the brochure which refers to it. Speaker Graham stated that since it was established
as an administrative function, it could be removed as an administrative function and did so.
The resignations of Polo and Sharon LaCoste were accepted with regrets.

The Training Session will be held at the Wyndham Garden Hotel, October 20-24, 2019. Further
details will follow.
The next EC meeting will be July 14, 2019, at the Wyndham Garden Hotel, beginning at 4:15 PM in
the Executive Learning Center.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.
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Respectfully submitted,
Pat J. Porter, Secretary
Announcements:

2019 dates for EC Meetings and Orientation Session*

TSHL Orientation Session
TSHL Training Session

July 14-18, 2019
October 20-24, 2019

*Meetings subject to change in date and place

Wyndham
Wyndham

Austin, TX
Austin, TX

Attachment 1, p 1
TSHL Comptroller Financial Report to
TSHL and TSHL Foundation Board
Period: January 1, 2019 to March 31, 2019
Beginning Balance

$ 2214.07

Deposits:
Date

Check# Source of Funds

1/15/2019

TSHLF

Amount

Balance

Comment

$5,000

Expenditures:
Check #

Payable To

Amount

Deposit

Budget Line Item
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Date

1083`

Barbara Aydlett

$146.88

Grant/Travel Reimburse

2-11-2019

1084

Scott Christensen

$146.06

Grant/Travel Reimburse

2-11-2019

1085

Sherry Hubbard

$125.00

Grant/Travel Reimburse

2-11-2019

1086

Walter Graham

$210.37

Grant/Travel Reimburse

2-11-2019

1087

Rhonda Rogers

$250.00

Grant/Travel Reimburse

2-11-2019

1088

Rose Timmer

$232.00

Grant/Travel Reimburse

2-11-2019

1089

Walter Graham

$171.04

Sprkr/Printing--Gala

2-19-2019

1090

Trini Garza

$216.00

Grant/Travel Reimburse

2-19-2019

1091

Richard Garnett

$207.00

Grant/Travel Reimburse

2-19-2019

1092

Linda & Tom
Hesse

$150.00

Grant/Travel Reimburse

2-25-2019

1093

Paul Stempko

$ 68.27

Comm/Mail Legislative
Rpt

2-25-2019

1094

Linda Parrish

$ 25.17

LAC/Printing--Gala

2-25-2019

1095

VOID

2-25-2019

1096

Walter Graham

$ 41.10

Sprkr/Printer Ink/Gala

2-25-2019

1097

San Saba Printing $ 20.82

Ops/TSHL Banner/
Shipping

3-8-2019

1098

Sherry Hubbard

$ 97.28

Comm/10 Sets Bus
Cards

3-15-2019

1099

Walter Graham

$ 84.39

Spr/Printer Ink/Sr. Day

3-19-2019

1100

Sherry Hubbard

$ 75.00

LAC/Testify at Hearing
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2-11-2019

Balance at end of period

$ 4947.69

I certify that the income and expenditures are correct and complete and that I have documentation on
file to support all financial records pertaining to this report, including monthly financial statements
from Liberty National Bank, Paris, Texas.
____________________________
Rhonda Rogers, TSHL Comptroller
4455 FM 195
Paris, Texas 75462
903-517-8650

________________
Date

INFORMATION ONLY:
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Attachment 1, p.2

Total Travel Reimbursement from Feb 11 meeting: $1683.31
Committee & Officer Expenses:
Speaker
$ 296.53
Communications
$ 165.55
Operations
$ 20.82
LAC
$ 100.17
Total Committee & Officer Expenses
$ 583.07
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Total Expenses for the 1st Quarter of 2019

$2266.38
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Attachment 2, p. 1

Attachment 2

TSHL PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
TSHL OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 2017-2019
(Make copies of this form for additional amendments)
☐

BYLAWS

☒

ELECTION AND CREDENTIALS MANUAL

☐

POLICY AND PROCEDURES HANDBOOK
(Mark one of the above with an “X” and submit only one amendment per
form)
2. Use exact wording for proposed
amendment.

Form 203, E&C Manual, page 39

Form 203, E&C Manual, page 39
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1. Cite wording in existing section to be
amended.

Retirement and Aging Committee

Advocate for the Aging Texas Well
program, consider resolutions for the
protection and well-being of Texas seniors
on issues that relate to housing,
employment, medical care, taxes,
licenses, fees and other issues
concerning with the health, retirement
programs, property and other assets of
retired and all aged Texans.
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Supporting the Aging Texas Well
program, prepares resolutions for the
protection and well-being of Texas
seniors on issues that relate to housing,
employment, medical care, taxes,
licenses, fees and other issues
concerning with the health, retirement
programs, property and other assets of
retired and all aged Texans.

3. Rationale for Proposed amendment:
Original copy implied that the committee, as a whole, would write resolutions rather
than consider them. Resolutions are written by members for consideration during the
Legislative Session.

Submitted by: (three or more signatures of current TSHL members required)
Name (type or print

Signature

Date

Pat J. Porter

s/ P J Porter

4 14 19

Rhonda Rogers

s/ Rhonda Rogers

4 15 19

Submit original, signed proposed amendment to Pat J. Porter, TSHL Secretary,
tshlpatpo@gmail.com with signed original to follow at 1651 CR 255 Big Spring,
Tx 79720. Proposed amendments must be postmarked no later than . Bylaws
Amendments will be considered at the next TSHL General Session
______________.
Amendments may be electronically signed with telephonic verification to TSHL Secretary, per Bylaws Section 1, A, 1.

TSHL Policy and Procedures Handbook
Form 320
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End of Minutes

